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Be Proud 
 

Again this week we have some fantastic student achievements to celebrate at The King Alfred School 

Academy (TKASA). Thank you to all the students involved. You make us very proud. 
 

Message from Mr Jenkins (Principal- TKASA) 

 

I write as we near the end of what has been a fantastic term.  It has been a real pleasure to meet so 

many students, parents/carers and members of our community; I have been overwhelmed by the 

welcome I have received. It has been a very busy start to the year with many changes. Seeing so many 

students arrive on the first day wearing blazers and ties was very pleasing. I would still like to see more, 

if not all, students gradually moving into the new uniform but I appreciate this may take some time. This 

term has also seen the introduction of our new Learning Cycles and following half term we will go through 

the first series of Assessment weeks and Super Teaching weeks. This new approach is already proving 

to be a success and I’m sure will continue to improve standards in school in the coming year.  

The King Alfred School also became an Academy on 1st October and our now formal collaboration with 

other schools in TPLT is developing rapidly. I am thrilled to inform you that next term you will see some 

significant improvements to the Academy site, including the replacement of several sections of the 

school’s roofs, a remodelling of our reception area, the introduction of a new Jill Dando Newsroom and 

continued improvements to signage.  These improvements are just the beginning of a series of significant 

works that we will be undertaking over the next few years.  

I believe working with parents & carers will be key to the success of our school, so just a reminder about 

the Parents’ Forum.  The date of the Parents’ Forum has changed and will now take place on Wednesday 

14th November 2018.  If you would like to be part of this, please contact the school to find out more 

information.   

We are also launching our new Academy Website this week. The website has been designed to allow 

easy access to the important information, specifically through the use of mobile technology. We have 

taken this approach as research tells us over 75% of people access websites in this way. This has given 

the site a slightly different feel to traditional websites as it no longer has long drop down menus on the 

front page. This means that you access the links to information by scrolling up and down the page. We 

are thrilled with the new site but are also keen to get your feedback about ways to improve it further. If 

you do have suggestions please feel free to contact us or to come along to the Parents Forum and share 

your ideas. The new website address is www.tkasa.org.uk  

Finally, I would like to thank you all for your support this term and I wish you all a great half term break. 

 

The Priory Learning Trust Update from Mr Coles (Executive Principal TPLT)  

 

The King Alfred School became The King Alfred School - an Academy on 1st October. We intend to refer 

to the school by the shorthand as TKASA. Thank you for your support over the last year as The Priory 

Learning Trust (TPLT) have supported the school and the school leaders. The new Academy Council has 

been set up with 9 Governors serving. We are still looking to recruit two parents as Governors. Please 

do contact me directly should you be able to assist. My email address is neville.coles@theplt.org.uk. I 

am always very keen to hear any feedback - either good or not so good - please do feel free to contact 

myself or Mr. Jenkins at any time. Our aim is very clear to make TKASA the very best academy in the 

South West. We have been delighted to see the community engaging with the changes at the academy 

over the last year. I am delighted that we have been able to recruit Mr Nathan Jenkins, who I feel will 

be an excellent Principal for The King Alfred School - an Academy. Again, thank you for your support. 

 

What’s Happening at TKASA…? 
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Message from Mr Milford – Vice Principal 

 

One of the many changes we have made to the school since returning this September, has been the 

introduction of a coordinated approach to supporting Mental Health (see article below). Mrs Woods has 

moved into our Student Reception area and will oversee all the external agencies we work with to help 

and support our young people in school. Her office is the old Medical room, so to still continue with 

providing first aid in school we have trained up more staff so that we can deal with medical incidents 

should they occur. We now have 12 fully trained first aiders in school, alongside mental health specialists, 

to ensure we give the best possible support to all our students. 

 

World Mental Health Day - #HelloYellow #WorldMentalHealthDay 

 

World Mental Health Day is observed on 10th October every year, with the overall objective of raising 

awareness of mental health issues around the world.  Below are just a few of the photos showing a range 

of activities our Mental Health Team ran to help promote this cause raising money for the charity 

“YoungMinds”. A very successful day overall raising a total of £266.80!   

 

 

The Schools Careers Convention 

 

There is a fantastic opportunity arising for students and their families to meet employers, colleges and 

universities to talk about career and study options beyond school.  Learn about ‘A’ Levels, diplomas, 

degrees, apprenticeships, full time work, part time work and more. 

Wednesday 7 November - 5pm-8pm - The Winter Gardens, Weston super Mare - students from 

all schools are welcome. 

 

Do you know a superhero? 

 

Prizes are available for students at King Alfred School who make a positive 

difference to their school and community.  If you know of someone who you 

would like to nominate we need the student’s name, year group and the reason 

why you think they’re a HERO.  All nominations should be sent to: 

hero@kingalfred.somerset.sch.uk. 

 

October Half Term 

 

The school will close for half term on Friday 19th October and reopen on 5th November. 
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