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UPDATE fRoM MR. ColES

Thank you to all parents, carers and students for your great support
during this first half of the academic year – please do keep in touch
through e-mail or Twitter if you so wish - @nevillecoles or
neville.coles@theplt.org.uk. I am very happy to assist at any time –staff
are always very grateful for any feedback, and especially, I am always
very happy to pass on praise and success stories. 
I am very, very pleased with the way all our academies are developing
and the way they look and feel. We now have 5 academies within the
Trust. From April 1st this extends to 6 as we welcome Pawlett Primary
School Academy. We now educate around 5,000 children within TPLT.
Over the last year we have developed a very clear approach to teaching
and learning which is always evolving – ‘LEARN’ happens in all
classrooms – Link Engage Achieve Review Next Steps. Furthermore,
anyone who visits one of our academies will, I hope, see a deliberate
attention to detail and a certain feel with signage, buildings and site –
more capital developments will follow in the coming months. Our
children and staff deserve the best facilities we can manage. The
£1.2million + roofing project is well ahead of schedule at TKASA
(Highbridge) and the new toilets are now complete at WCSA – Worle
Water World! We also have placed a further six bids for capital
improvements - for example, new flooring in the sports hall at WCSA.
So, once again across all academies we will learn in early May if we have
been successful with the next stage of capital bidding – the total
amount bid for is around £2.5million. We are hopeful and have been
very successful in the past. 
Staff in all our academies have been working really hard on many
aspects of schooling. For example, we have seen several lovely creative
arts events at several academies – Priory produced ‘Whistle Down The
Wind’ and Worle are in rehearsals for Monty Python’s ‘Spamalot’ whilst
King Alfred had some great ‘Battle of the Bands’ evenings. As you may
know, I have a particular passion about ‘additionality’ through sport and
the creative arts – music, drama and the wider arts gives so much to
each and every student. I love the idea of the new Scout troop at King
Alfred (the only secondary school in the UK with a troop – The First
King Alfred Scouts - it has 60 members) and the way in which the Duke
of Edinburgh award has developed. Priory are now offering Silver and
King Alfred, because of Post 16 provision can offer Gold. 
Our Trust will always be more than exam results. 
Although, I do need to say that our 2018 Grade 5 (old ‘B’ grade and
now a ‘good’ pass) in both English and maths were very strong. In fact,
we were 10% ahead in the English and Maths ‘G5 basics’ than the next
WSM academy outside of the Trust. This fact can be lost in new league
tables which use the new term of ‘Progress 8’. English and maths
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outcomes are so important and we
are delighted with 2018 results and
those expected in 2019.  We will
focus on English and maths
outcomes in the context of a broad
and balanced curriculum offer –
rich with the creative arts. We will
not be chasing spurious
qualifications that ‘count’ in
‘progress league tables’. 
In our primary phase, I am always
very happy to go to EYFS classes -
it amazes me the quality of
provision for our very youngest
children – this provision is really
strong across all three primary
academies with some fantastic
work with play, outdoor learning
and our early years education. It is
a really solid foundation for the
future. If you know of local people
who need nursery places please be
aware, we have Little Learners at 
St Anne’s and Priory Pre-School at
PCSA. Please do contact us for
places and for further information
– please see page 3 for the
addresses and email details of our
Heads / Principals who will be
more than happy to contact you
with further information. 
Student numbers for 2019 entry in
our WSM 11+ academies are very
strong. Again, thank you for your
support. PCSA were delighted to
receive 357 first choices in 2019
entry and they have accepted 330.
The Local Authority asked PCSA to
go to 330 (+30) given the extra
building work that has occurred.
We were very happy to provide
more first choice places at PCSA.
We were also delighted to see 277
entering WCSA – this is
significantly up on last year at this
time and we think we will have 300
Year 7s by September. This is
important Trust-wide as student
numbers drive income. 
On a similar note Mr. Jenkins at
TKASA and all his staff have been
driving up Post 16 numbers – SIXTH
FORM. 
We have 120+ applications at time
of writing. I would still encourage
Year 11s at WCSA and PCSA to
seriously consider the academic
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Sixth at TKASA. It is a first-class and
distinct school-based provision. Students
travelling from WSM do get a travel
bursary. A laptop is also provided for all
post 16 students. We’d like a thriving
SIXTH FORM of 150 as part of TPLT. I
know, for many years, parents have
asked me about opening a SIXTH FORM
and whilst this provision is not within
WSM this is the SIXTH FORM for our
academies – PCSA, WCSA and TKASA. 
I am really pleased to see that our
student attendance figures are up in all
our academies – I hope this is partly
because of the wide range of courses
and events that are available – you will
see many of these great activities within
the next few pages. So, again, thank you
for all your support and we are always
happy to receive feedback and
encouragement. Please see the key
contacts for each academy – it is the
Principal / Head / Senior Teacher. We
pride ourselves on speed of reply so
please do come back to me directly if
you are not getting a speedy reply. 
Do get in touch with me directly about
any aspect of our work – we don’t get it
right all the time but we will always
(without fail) try to help – we are very
‘happy to assist’. 
Best wishes,

Neville Coles - Executive Principal
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TRAIN TO TEACH IN THE LOCAL AREA
Do you have a degree?  Have you always wanted to train to teach?

If the answer is yes then The Priory Learning Trust School Direct programme
can help you achieve this goal.

School Direct is a 1 year full time programme where
you train to teach in local schools, either Primary or
Secondary (range of subjects available).  You will spend
all year developing and learning to teach, gradually
taking on responsibility as the class teacher.
If you’d like to find out more 
please contact:
Denise Hurr
Email: denise.hurr@theplt.org.uk
Phone: 01934 510777 ext 206



SKI TRIP TO ARTESINA
At the beginning of term 3, Mr Jenkins, Mr Bail,
Miss Keeble and Miss Fisher were lucky enough to
take 42 TKASA students to Artesina on the yearly
ski trip. We were joined by colleagues and
students from the other two senior schools in the
Priory Learning Trust.

I am proud to report that all the students on the
trip showed amazing progress and by the end of
the week, were all able to ski down the mountains
comfortably and safely. By day 3 all of the TKASA
students were off on different parts of the
mountains and experiencing fantastic views and
runs of varying difficulties.  The students showed
excellent resilience in their quest to learn to ski.
They used 2 and 4 person ski lifts with varying
ease, some struggling with the dismount! 

In the evenings students
took part in some exciting
activities such as; snow
tubing, bum boarding, 6 a-
side football and a disco. 

All the students were a
credit to their school and it
was a pleasure to
accompany them.  We are
already looking forward to
next year’s ski trip.

UPDATE FROM MR. JENKINS
Welcome to the Spring edition
of the TKASA newsletter.    May
I start by saying, thank you for
all your support to me as
Principal and indeed to the
whole of our school
community; we could not
embark on the journey to make
King Alfred’s the best school in

Somerset without your valued support.  
In this newsletter, you will be hearing from subject
leaders, pastoral staff as well as support staff about
the great things that happen all around the school.
The pages that follow are a testament to the vast
array of opportunities we provide for our great
students here at TKASA each and every day.
This term has been both a busy and rewarding one,
the preparations for the summer exams are well and
truly underway with the launch of Saturday School
and other revision sessions around school.  There
has also been a focus this term on Sixth Form and I
was thrilled to see so many parents and carers join
us on the Open Evening or Open Morning this term.  

You will also have noticed that our site
improvements continue, we are passionate about
providing the best environment in which the
students can learn and achieve. 
My favourite part of the day though, remains the
time I spend with the students both in the
classroom, and out and about at social times.  My
Student of the Week Awards have continued this
term and I enjoy celebrating the achievements of
our students each week; there is much to celebrate.
In the pages to follow, you will see many activities
that your children are a part of and I hope you will
enjoy reading all about school life this term at
TKASA.  
I cannot close without mentioning the ski trip to
Italy which I had the pleasure of leading back in
January.  It was lovely to see so many who had
never been skiing before, learn to ski down a
mountain and develop their resilience.  As I say we
have much to celebrate here at TKASA.
Finally, may I take this opportunity of wishing all our
students a well-earned break over the holidays and
I look forward to working with you all into the
Summer term.  
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KEEPING OUR YOUNG
PEOPLE SAFE

Andri Vai Nicolaou of Avon & Somerset Police
presented to Years 7 -10 during assemblies on
topics ranging from E Safety and Sexting to
County Lines.  The assemblies were informative
and we hope that students will have taken on
board the important messages she shared with
them.

The King Alfred School Academy works closely
with the PREVENT team of Avon & Somerset
Police and value the input they give to our
students and parents,

We shall be holding another Parenting
Safeguarding Evening after Easter and would
hope to see lots of parents and carers attending.

If you have any suggestions for topics and/or
timings of these Parent Events then please do get
in contact slawrence@tkaska.org.uk

We hope to cover topics relating to E-safety with
a focus on shared platform gaming sites/sexting
and Child Exploitation.

Thinkuknow is a very useful site for parents and
carers with regard to online and offline safety.

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk

SOMEWHERE HOUSE
Students in Year 10 were privileged to meet with
residents from Somewhere House who talked
very frankly about their experiences of addiction
not only to illegal drugs
but also prescribed
medication.  This was a
very powerful and moving
presentation and we are
very grateful to Angie and
her team at Somewhere
House for their valuable
input to our young people.
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UPDATE FROM MR. MILFORD
As we approach the Easter holiday, it doesn’t
seem two minutes ago that I was writing a piece
for our End of Term 2 Christmas newsletter. The
period between Christmas and Easter seems to
always fly by, mainly due to how busy we all are
and how much we cram into every day at TKASA.
My highlight this past few months has to be the
Sixth Form Charity ‘Rag’ Week. The whole week
was such a success and it felt like the whole
school community came together to raise so
much money for charity - over £3000 raised in
one week is incredible. The only downside to that
was having to take part in a Bushtucker Trial,
which wasn’t pleasant!
Across the year groups since Christmas, all the
students have been lucky to be involved in some
inspirational assemblies each morning. Good
assemblies really do set the tone each day
helping to inspire and provoke thoughts in our
young people. We have covered areas such as
the importance of good attendance, the
Holocaust and Mental Health Awareness.
Additionally, Mr. Shepherd’s recent assembly on
International Women’s Day was superb!

After Easter, we hope to run another parent and
carer Safeguarding information evening, similar
to the one we did in November, which was
brilliantly delivered by various agencies and so
widely appreciated by the parents and carers
that attended. More information on that will
come out after the Easter break.
Please do enjoy your Easter holiday and we look
forward to the warm, sunny weather of the
Summer terms and our final Learning Cycle 4.

Mr. Dan Milford
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“Every child needs at least one adult who is irrationally crazy about him or her.”
Uri Bronfenbrenner

SAFEGUARDING
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CHEESECAKE
CHALLENGE

Bakkavor, who develop and manufacture chilled desserts for
a number of top supermarkets, held a ‘Cheesecake
Challenge’ competition for our Year 9 and 10 students.  

The aim of the competition was to develop a new cheesecake
product using the following criteria:

 Consider and analyse trends in the current market

 Design and develop the new product

 Consider the packaging and marketing of their product

The results of the competition

Winner: Abi Dowell

Runners Up: Umama Akma
and Amy John

Participants: Chloe Berry, 
lucha Heron and lacey Butler

Well done and congratulations
to all!

The winner received a £50 voucher, plaque and their product
manufactured by Bakkavor.  We may see the winning product
on our local supermarket shelves soon!

We would like to thank Bakkavor whose specialists have
worked with our students on several occasions and we look
forward to visiting the factory to see the manufacturing
process soon.  

YOUNG ENTERPRISE 
Our Year 12 Young Enterprise company, JaroHolic, is a social
enterprise set up with the ambition of raising as many funds
as possible for charity, in memory of Joe Laoutaris, an
inspiring and influential member of our year group who
sadly lost his battle with cancer in 2015.

So far we have raised over £700 through selling our unique
baking jars that tell our customers of Joe’s story, our
company’s ambition and also encourage and engage people
to get together and bake! We have a huge support network
from the Love Musgrove charity together with friends and
family all eager to support this amazing cause.

As well as selling our products in school we have attended
professional trade fairs including the eat:Vegan festival in
Weston-Super-Mare, the Orchard Centre in Taunton and
Clark’s Village in Street. In all these locations we are side-
by-side with genuine business traders which gives us a great
experience of what it is like to run a business. 

As a group of students we have set the goal of raising £900
to donate before the end of the programme. Purchases can
be made in school and also online through the Young
Enterprise Marketplace. 

Charlotte Barton and Charlotte Small
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HONOURING JILL
DANDO'S LEGACY

Students in The King Alfred School 
Jill Dando News Centre and other news
centres across the local area have been
organising lots of articles and events in
order to pay tribute to local Journalist,
Jill Dando, who was tragically murdered
20 years ago this year!

Students in Jill Dando News Centres
across the area have been meeting with
local and regional journalists, writing
articles and designing tributes for the
upcoming anniversary of her tragic
death in April.

Jill was a high profile journalist and
television presenter and made her name
on the public platform by presenting
many well-known television programmes
such as the holiday programme and
police investigation show Crimewatch.
She started her journalism career
working as a young reporter for the
Weston Mercury and then moving on to
work for well-known national
newspapers and national television news
stations across the country, including the
BBC Evening News and other Shows. 

From Gardens to Assemblies to
memorials, the young Journalists and
students at the various schools are
passionate about remembering 
Ms Dando and the legacy that she has
left behind for the journalists of the
future to follow.

Journalist at the King Alfred's Jill Dando
Centre, Izzy Simmons said: “We have
been working for a long time in
preparation for the anniversary. For us it
is very important that we remember 
Jill Dando and all that she stood for in
the local community"

Article by Jacob Kemp, Year 10
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YEAR 7
Another busy term has come and gone in Year 7.

A highlight of the term was ‘Battle of the Bands’
and it was fantastic to see so many Year 7s taking
part in the event. Not only did they perform in
Year 7 groups, but also worked brilliantly with
older students. This is what it means to belong to
our school. Silas Cooksley, Ferdy Steel, Abin Biju,
Connie Gibbons, Lucy Lockyer, Fern Parsons,
Tom Grant, Michael Colman, Ollie Cohen, Jack
Warburton, Louis Fear, Reuben Kemp and Chloe
Holley were all brilliant, but a special mention
must go to Josh Ford who played the drums in
several different bands on the night. I am looking
forward to next year’s event already and see how
these students progress.

I am very proud to see so many Year 7 students
getting involved in our new Scout group on
Wednesdays. I know all involved will benefit
greatly in many ways. This is just one of the many
extra-curricular activities available at school and
can help students develop both academically and
socially. I would encourage all parents and carers
to try and get your child involved in at least one
of our extra-curricular activities, so that they can
meet and work with ‘like-minded’ students.
Please check our website for our summer
schedule or contact your child’s tutor for any
information.

The Year 7 football and netball teams have been
in training this term and the turnout of students
wanting to practise and represent the school has
been outstanding. This has resulted in some good
performances. At the time of writing, it is in the
balance as to whether the football team makes it
through to the Sedgemoor Area Final, but either
way the standard of our play has been very high
and I believe they will perform very well next year

when the boys progress to 11 a side matches.
Cross country has been a very successful
addition to our extra-curricular clubs and as a
result Lucas Earthy and Macy Noad have recently
performed brilliantly in competition. There are
also many Year 7s putting hours of practice in
preparing for the upcoming Dance production.

Of course, there are also many opportunities
within our community. It has been great to hear
of so many fantastic performances by students
in the recent Highbridge Arts Festival, including
first place awards for Tom Grant and Joey
Aylward in their categories. I know many
students also joined staff for one of the Burnham
Beach cleans, an amazing way to contribute
positively to our community. Please share the
great things our students do every day outside
of school, either by phone, email or tag me on
Twitter (@KASMrHarris) so we can spread the
word!

YEAR 7 - Mr. Harris
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YEAR 8 - Miss Bullock

YEAR 8
Year 8 continue to blow me away with how much incredible work
they are doing across the school both inside and outside of the
classroom. 

We ended for the Christmas holidays on a high with our Christmas
assembly. A number of students performed and tutors awarded their
tutor prizes. I selected three students who had gone above and
beyond all year to be awarded with my Head of Year prize. A big well
done to Isabelle, Dorothy and Charlotte. 

We returned to school in January recharged and remained keen as a
year group to be involved with events across the school. I was very
impressed with how many students were involved in the recent Battle
of the Bands and so many continue to play for sports teams both in
and out of school. Each Wednesday Week 2 Students get the
opportunity to share their Be Proud achievements in tutor time and
a number of these get mentioned on Twitter and in assemblies. We
also have a number of students who have been attending our new
Scout troop. The students have really enjoyed these sessions with
their troop leaders and are looking forward to future activities. 

ACTIV8 UPDATE: 
8G were crowned the ACTIV8
winners for Terms 1 and 2 in our
Christmas assembly. They have
been outstanding with an
incredible amount of positive
behaviour points and exemplary
attendance.

Who will win the tutor group
prize this term? 

Points will also be calculated on
an individual basis this term and
top students across the year will
be rewarded. This not only
recognises attendance and
behaviour but also community
work. 

Students have already got stuck
into the ACTIV8 Reading
Challenge and many have been
earning lots of community points
through litter picks arranged by
Mrs. Hewlitt. 

I would like to take this
opportunity to thank anyone
involved in supporting our Year
8s throughout the school year so
far. I look forward to seeing the
same determination to succeed
that I have seen from them so far
this academic year as we move
through the learning cycles.   

Miss Bullock, Head of Year 8
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YEAR 9 - Mr. Penman

Stage 3 and our recent Praising Stars data has showed excellent
progress is being made.

Outside of lessons, students have been involved in more extra-
curricular pursuits than ever before. Our very own
Glastonbury-ready Year 9 band performed in our assembly and
in the Battle of the Bands event - they were the epitome of Rock
‘n’ Roll. Well done Harvey, Ellie, Kalani and Liam. Year 9 have also
embarked on their Duke of Edinburgh journey as they work
towards their Bronze award. The ski trip was a great success too
and Year 9s successfully made me incredibly jealous on their
return. Rehearsals for the upcoming production of Guys and Dolls
are underway with Year 9s taking leading roles, and finally our
Rise 2 Read initiative has kicked off with students coming in early
to develop their passion for reading. 

Specific mentions go to William Gardner who recently took part
in the Highbridge Festival, winning a bronze, silver and gold for
playing the piano. Sophie Beard also took part and won a gold
medal playing the flute! Scarlett Puddy and Mabel Mills also
excelled with dance contributions. Sam Marsh has won all three
fights for Burnham and Highbridge Boxing club and Isaac Neale,
Ben Jaminski, Leo James and Jack Dormer have been playing
district football this term.

YEAR 9
As we approach the Easter
holidays, it marks the end of my
first calendar year as head of this
fantastic year group and
personally my favourite year in
education to date and one that has
brought me immeasurable
pleasure and pride. This pride
stems from an enormous 
range of challenges overcome,
achievements reached, fears
conquered and aspirations born
from students in Year 9. They
continue to impress me on a daily
basis, whether this be through
extra-curricular achievements,
academic success or simply by
being the kind, upbeat and polite
young people I have come to know
so well. We have welcomed many
new faces to the year group since
September and said goodbye to
one or two. It has been a pleasure
to see new students be so warmly
welcomed by their newly
established peers.

Students have met the challenges
of their GCSEs with the right
attitude, aspiration, determination
and commitment. I have
thoroughly enjoyed spending time
in a very wide range of Year 9
lessons this term. These have
included heart dissection in
Science, mechanical drawing in
Art, gourmet cooking in Food
Technology and many more.
Students have realised that GCSEs
are a significant step up from Key



has been central to the whole two
weeks, definitely some memories
that our students will never
forget!

However, as the term draws to a
close and we start to think about
the summer terms it is perhaps
worth thinking about the Year 11s
who are only a few weeks away
from their GCSE exams. This is a
very difficult and stressful time
for them but made so much
easier with all the work and
preparation they have done
leading up to this moment. This
time next year it will be us and I
cannot stress enough how
important the rest of this year will
be in preparing Year 10 for the
challenges ahead. It would not be
a message from me without
mentioning attendance! I am very
pleased to say that Year 10 are
slowly improving, still pushing to
get everyone in and it was
excellent to see everyone in for
work experience. The message
for all of us needs to be 100%
from now until the exams if we
aim to achieve everything we are
hoping to and more! 

Mr. Brittan - Head of Year 10
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YEAR 10 -  Mr. Brittan

YEAR 10
It has been a fantastic term so far with so much happening. Year 10
have just finished two very exciting weeks of work experience with
lots of positive comments from both students and employers. Some
students have even secured employment from their work
experience.

In 10F Jacob Kemp is excelling as a young journalist and worked
with BOS.com for his placement. This term he has been leading on
a wide variety of stories in school - interviewing students, bringing
the articles to press and a few weeks ago he even met a reporter
from the BBC as part of his involvement with the Jill Dando News
Centre. 

Daniel Maydew has also had a brilliant few
months and has been selected to
represent Somerset Schools at the English
Schools' cross country championships in
Leeds. This is a fantastic achievement as
he will be one of the youngest
competitors in his age group.

In 10A, Fred has been selected for
Regional Rugby with Army Cadets. He
competed against 200 others for a spot
on the team of nine. 

Pat is using Duolingo, an interactive app,
to learn Russian in her spare time. 

10A have been out on work experience placements within the
community. Chloe, Amelia and Lucha have now secured jobs with
the employers they worked with. Carrie has completed an extra 2
days with a children’s therapy company in Bridgwater. Bridgwater
College were so impressed with Callum that they have offered him
an apprenticeship in construction for September 2020.

In 10G Abigail Dowell has achieved her Bronze D of E award and
has also gained a place on a St Johns international Cadet Camp in
South Africa next year. This is not only a fantastic opportunity but
Abigail was selected against a lot of competition and she is one of
only 20 students from the UK who will go.

In 10L, massive
congratulations to
Christiana Panteli
for taking part in the
Highbridge festival
and for winning the
talent show last
term.

A massive thank you
to everyone that has
been involved in
organising and
running the work
experiences –
especially 
Mrs. Leatherby who
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YEAR 11 - Miss Charles

visited a Mosque and Gloucester Cathedral to support their revision.
This term they will attend the Krakow trip and Blood Brothers
theatre trip - more to report next time.

Several students have been involved in the leading of assemblies
raising awareness across our school of Holocaust Memorial Day and
Racial Literacy. It is incredible to witness these young people
educating other young people.

Thank you and well done to those students who were involved and
contributed to our Sixth Form Rag week. Charities Weston Hospice
Care and Love Musgrove will benefit from the significant amount of
money that was raised, a whopping £3,500.

Most students have now applied and gained offers for their Post 16
provision, an exciting time ahead!  With a large number hoping to
re-join us in Sixth Form. 

As we head towards that first GCSE exam on 13th May (Art is the
week before) students should be well in to their revision plans.  There
are lots of things on offer to help fully support and prepare our
students. Saturday school is running from 10-1 every week in the
library, the Year 11 study room is open every evening until 5:30pm,
subjects have specialist revision nights and many resources have
been made for students so they have all that they need. Please
encourage them to be revising and preparing well for this difficult
and very important time ahead. 

This upcoming term will be a challenging one, our Year 11s will do
brilliantly and have lots of support and guidance on hand. After all
the hard work is finished we look forward to our Prom on
Wednesday 19th June at Rookery Manor (more details to follow). 

Thank you for your support so far this year and if there is anything,
further we can do to help please contact us.

Miss Charles and Mr. Shepherd

YEAR 11
Another busy term has passed for
Year 11. 

Congratulations to those that
took part in our battle of the
bands competition and good luck
to the Year 11 students that are
part of the winning band ‘Empty
Frets’ heading to represent us at
regional level.

Drama students performed
fantastically and impressed the
external examiner - a huge credit
to them and their teachers for the
work that they have put in to this.

Some students attended the
annual Manor House sports tour
where they had a great time and
our Religious Studies students
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SIXTH FORM - Mr. Gaskell

RAG WEEK
RAG Week proved to be a huge
success at TKASA in 2019 - a
grand total of £3,500 has been
raised for Love Musgrove and
Weston Hospice Care, greatly
exceeding the original target of
£2,500.

Students had the opportunity
to purchase silver or gold
wristbands, for entry to a
variety of different events
between the 11th and 15th of
February. These included The
Chase, Would I Lie To You, a
gruelling bushtucker trial, Wax
the Teacher, Soak the Teacher,
and many more exciting
activities. The RAG Variety
show was very popular, with
amazing performances from
various TKASA students and
special guest Amy Outhouse;
this event alone raised an
astonishing £341! Also, a Grand
Raffle was held in which a wide
range of prizes were won by
many, and the RAG Walk took
place on the Friday where Sixth
Form students embraced a
fancy dress theme, and took to
the streets of Burnham-on-Sea
to fundraise.

AUSCHWITZ
Jemima Johnson and Nina Randall of Y12 participated in the
Holocaust Educational Trust's Lessons from Auschwitz
programme this year. In part one the students had the privilege
to hear a Holocaust survivor, Hannah Lewis, talk about her
horrific and unique story of her time in a concentration camp:
out of her entire family only herself and her father survived. In
part two of the programme the students then visited
Auschwitz-Birkenau - Nina and Jemima both found it incredibly
moving to be in a place where such horrors occurred during
WWII. In part three of the programme Nina and Jemima both
plan to educate younger years on their experiences and the
lessons of the European Holocaust including the importance of
tolerance and the celebration of diversity.    

ROTARY YOUTH LEADERSHIP AWARD
Nina Randall of Year 12 successfully completed the
challenging Rotary Youth Leadership Award following a week
of intensive activities on Dartmoor during February half-term
break. During the week Nina participated in team-building
activities including going on hikes, rock climbing and
abseiling. Participants also had classes that looked into the
psychology of different personalities and how to
communicate with them, as well as learning about their own
personality type. In the evenings motivational talks helped
build confidence and how to view situations more positively.
In order to help prepare students for the world of work Nina
was also taught how to give a good first impression and how
to be an effective public speaker: Nina gave a presentation on
a topic that was important to her in front of a large audience
of her peers and her confidence has blossomed as a result.
Nina and the Sixth Form are very grateful for the financial
support of Burnham Rotary Club in helping organise and fund
this prestigious programme; Nina's confidence and skills place
her in an excellent position as she plans her post-18 career. 
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SIXTH FORM - Rag Week

We s t o n
H o s p i c e c a r e

SIxTH foRM
KEY DATES:

27 April         Young 
                     Enterprise
                     Area final, 
                     Taunton
May-June      A level exams
17-21 June     Y12 Summer 
                     Exams
21 June         Prom
1-5 July         Year 12 WEx
11-12 July       HE+ Cambridge 
                     University 
                     residential
15 August      A level 
                     results day

None of this would have been
possible without the generosity
of many local businesses who
kindly donated prizes for our
Grand Raffle, and Clear Sound
Entertainment for supporting
the RAG Variety. Furthermore,
this could not have been 
done without the efforts of 
Mrs. Criddle and the RAG
committee, as well as the TKASA
staff who gave up their time to
take part in, and attend, many of
the events. It is hoped that
everyone will support the cause
again next year and RAG Week
will continue to be a success.



WORK EXPERIENCE
It has been a busy fortnight of
work experience for our Year 10
students. Work Experience is a
key activity for the students
during their time at The King
Alfred School Academy. It helps
build confidence as well as giving
them a valuable insight into a
career path that they have an
interest in. Stepping outside of
school can be a challenging
prospect for some, but it is worth
it!

Looking ahead to the rest of the
year, the careers office remains
open to all Year 11 students who
may need a little more help with
their destination choice.  Year 10
students will be gearing up for
the mock interview day. Whilst
Year 9 will be getting ready for
their interview challenge. There
will also be plenty of further
career related events and
activities for all year groups
throughout the rest of the year. In
addition to assembly and tutor
time shout outs, follow the school
and Mrs. Leatherby on Twitter
(@TKASACareers & @KingsAlfs)
and ‘like’ the school Facebook
page for regular updates.

Mrs. leatherby
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CAREERS

THERE HAVE BEEN LOTS OF CAREERS
RELATED EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES 
TO START OFF 2019

The annual Weston College world of work careers
evening was a great success in January with
students attending from all year groups trying
interactive activities with great cake! 

Weston General Hospital also ran a fantastic
careers in the NHS event in early February
whereby students could learn all about the
different careers available in healthcare.

Dietitians, Midwives, Surgeons, Phlebotomists and more were all
present to inspire our students.

Over 120 applications have been received from the King Alfred 
6th Form. 

A handful of Year 11 students visited Lincoln College at the
University of Oxford. The students had a unique opportunity to find
out more, what studying there is really like and how students can
put themselves in the best position to apply. Knowing that for some
people university can be a confusing place and very different from
the schools they have attended. It was a chance to hopefully
breakdown some of the barriers they may feel exist and show that
there is a place for them there should they one day wish to apply.
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SCIENCE

SCIENCE IN ACTION
We have been allocated 15 tickets for
students to attend The Big Bang @ Weston
on Friday 26th April 2019 at the Winter
Gardens, Weston-Super-Mare.  We will be
randomly selecting students to be part of this
exciting day.

FREE RESOURCES
All students and teachers now have free access to Seneca - a
revision and homework platform making studying more fun. Seneca
is an interactive way to learn official course content. Their web app
covers 150+ exam board specific courses condensing what students
need to know for their exams. The software is able to identify gaps
in learning. For instance, when you get a question wrong, the
platform will repeat the topic in different formats and their smart
algorithm has proven to make students remember topics 2x faster.
Seneca is totally free for students, teacher and parents. You can sign
up via senecalearning.com

KS3 SCIENCE NEWS (YEAR 7 & 8)
Mr. Keyse introduced @SenecaLearn to a Year 8 Class and within
less than 7 days the students had completed 226 sessions which is
equated to 13 hours and 10 minutes work!

Year 7 have been investigating the different distribution of plant
species and the effect of abiotic factors using quadrats.

KS4 SCIENCE
STUDENTS 
(YEAR 9, 10 & 11)

Our Year 11 students are on count
down to their exams and have
been offered revision sessions on
Tuesdays from 3.15-4pm to fill in
their knowledge gaps.

A LEVEL SCIENTISTS
Our Year 12 students enjoyed
their visit to Bristol University
recently where they worked in the
laboratories to carry out ELISA
tests and urine analysis.

TKASA SCIENCE ON
YOUTUBE

The science team have put
together a set of videos on
YouTube to support learning and
revision featuring Primrose Kitten
and Dr Butler.

WE ALL CONTINUE
TO LEARN.

We are proudly supported by the
Institute of Physics who send us
colleagues to support extend and
challenge both the students and
teachers knowledge and
understanding.  We next have a
visit on 28th March.
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ART

our Sixth form art students enjoyed a three
day visit to london this february. Students
explored the sights of london and
experienced the vast range of artwork on
display at the Tate Modern, Royal Academy,
Serpentine galleries, National Portrait Gallery
and The National Gallery. The students were
able to visit China Town during Chinese New
Year and saw spectacular street work pieces
throughout Shoreditch's Brick lane. 
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ART

YEAR 8 GARGOYLES
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BUSINESS STUDIES
AND COMPUTER SCIENCE

BUSINESS STUDIES 
In Business Studies Year 9 students have completed their first GCSE
unit (Business in the Real World) which took the first two learning
cycles and they are now studying the functional area of Human
resources. 

The Year 10 Business students have completed the third unit of their
GCSE (Business Operations) and are now learning about the
marketing functional area. 

Year 11 students are well on their way to completing their final piece
of coursework where they write a comprehensive business plan for
an idea of their own, including some market research and financial
projections. They have come up with a wide range of exciting and
innovative ideas. Once this unit of coursework is completed they
will use their free business lessons to revise for their remaining
GCSEs.

The Sixth Form business students are working hard on their A level
studies. In Year 12 they are currently studying the financial
functional area and will then move on to look at what goes on in
the HR department of a business. The Year 13 students have
completed the course content and have begun revising for their
final exams. They have a lot to live up to as for the second year
running last year’s cohort significantly outperformed schools
generally across the country. Three of the Year 13 business students
are planning to study business-related subjects at university and
two students have already secured higher-level business
apprenticeships. 

All sixth form students recently visited the Morrisons/DHL
distribution depot in Bridgwater.

Several business students from the Sixth Form are involved in the
Young Enterprise programme - more details about this appear in a
separate article in this newsletter.

As always, I encourage all business students to follow business news
stories on a daily basis so that they can relate what they are learning
in the classroom to the real world. They can also follow me on
twitter (@KASMrKing). I look forward to welcoming many Year 11
students back to the Sixth Form in September and I wish good luck
to all business students in Years 11 and 13 who will be leaving us.

COMPUTER
SCIENCE

In Computer Science Year 7
students have moved on from
e-communication and are now
learning how to programme
using scratch software. Year 8s
are learning advanced
spreadsheet skills and also
exploring how a computer
works.

Year 9 GCSE computing
students are currently studying
network security. In Year 10
students have recently learned
about logic gates and truth
tables and they are now
learning how to make
programmes more robust.

Year 11 students have finished
their compulsory programming
project, which gave them some
great practical skills (although
it will not count towards their
final grade) and they are now
revising for their final GCSE
exams. They are the first cohort
to take the new, challenging
GCSE in computer science and
we wish them every success.

In the Sixth Form A-Level
students in Year 12 studying
advanced databases. The Year
13 students have completed
their complex programming
project (worth 20% of their
final A Level grade) and they
are now plugging any gaps in
their knowledge as they revise
hard for their final exams.
Again, we wish them well.



@TKASA SPRING Term Edition 2019      19

DESIGN TECHNOLOGY

A SELECTION OF WORK FROM THE TECHNOLOGY DEPARTMENT
!
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DRAMA

It's been a great term for Drama. Our Year 11s had their exam
performances and really blew us away with how amazing their pieces
were. We are so proud of them all and how hard they have worked.
We even saw some very professional stage makeup from one group!
(Pictured below). Our Year 10s also did a great job with their mock
exam performances as well as our Year 9 cohort doing their very first
exam performance evening to an outside audience. In Key stage
three Year 7 have been working on Macbeth and showed some great
witch characters. Year 8 have been working on devising skills and
have created some very mature and moving pieces based on the
Hillsborough Disaster. Outside of lessons we have been working hard
on our school musical this year of Guys and Dolls. The pictures show
some of our principle cast in rehearsals. It's set to be a great show
this year and details about tickets will be announced soon! 
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ENGLISH

ACCELERATED
READER UPDATE                                                                                                                

Words Read:         49,485,273
Books Read:         3,338
Word Millionaires
At the time of going to press
we have at least 12 Word
Millionaires and many of
them are multi-millionaires!
Many students are so close to
achieving this so please keep
up the good work.

ENGLISH
As always, it has been another busy term in English.

Learning Cycle Three has begun in earnest, with Year 7 immersing
themselves in John Boyne’s emotive and thought-provoking novel
‘The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas.’ 

Year 8 are getting to grips with Shakespearean language in their
study of ‘Much Ado About Nothing’ where we are particularly
focusing in on the tempestuous love/hate relationship of Benedick
and Beatrice! 

In Year 9, students are reading one of their GCSE Literature set
texts, ‘An Inspector Calls’. Remember the importance of making
clear notes in your exercise books so you can revise effectively from
them in Year 11. We are also pleased to be able to tie in our new Jill
Dando News Centre with some English Language work on
developing journalistic skills and writing. Not only is this vital
practice for the GCSE exam task of ‘Writing to Express a Point of
View’, it will hopefully, also inspire some Year 9s to volunteer to
become the next generation of TKASA journalists! Speak to Miss
Wray if you would like any further information on how to get
involved. 

Poetry is the focus in Year 10 this cycle, completing all remaining
‘Conflict’ poems. Start early with revision: aim to learn three key
quotations from each poem. Try to
transform a quotation into an image to
help you remember them. For example,
to what quotation from William Blake’s
‘London’ does this visual clue relate?

Finally, Year 11 are working so hard in
these final weeks – we are very proud of you and do let us know if
there is anything else we can do to help you revise. Don’t forget:

• Knowledge fillers for all set texts available on W drive – to help
you revise ExACTlY the content that you need to fill those
remaining gaps. 

• Revision postcards available from the English department;
revision guides available from the library.

• P6 revision every Thursday.

• English Easter Revision Conference (more details to follow).

• lots of extra sessions being provided to small groups of
students within English curriculum time to ensure you all get
the support you need.

GOLDEN TICKET
Year 7 students who gain 80%
or more in their Accelerated
Reader quiz now have the
opportunity to enter the
Golden Ticket draw.

What do I do?

Print off your AR TOPS 
result sheet and take it to 
Mrs. Williams in the Library

You will receive a Golden Ticket
if your result is 80% or more

Put your full name and tutor
group on the Golden Ticket

Hand the ticket back to 
Mrs. Williams

When does the draw take
place?

Every week on Tuesdays

What could I win?

The ticket drawn will win a
prize and you can choose from
stationery, a book or chocolate!

REMEMBER

The more quizzes you pass the
more times you can enter!
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RS

Year 10 Religious Studies students visited
Gloucestershire Mosque & Cathedral this term. 

This was an enrichment opportunity which aids in
their understanding of the meaning and
importance of religious places of worship & how
followers live out their faith in these Holy
buildings.

Students were engaged, respectful and asked
challenging & thought provoking questions related

to Islam & Christianity. Listening to the students
questioning enabled me to better understand how
far they have understood the GCSE Syllabus so far
and how they can impart this knowledge into their
examinations.

This opportunity supports students' ability to
understand fully what adherents of religion need
to do, in order to engage as part of a religious
community. 

This term has seen a range of exciting
and thought provoking lessons
delivered through PSHE lessons.

In Year 9, students have been
covering important topics around
online safety, especially around scams
and cyberbullying. Mabel produced
the amazing resource we can see in
the photo!

In Year 10, students have started the
relationships and well-being module
and have recently received a talk
from Somewhere House within the
subject organised by the amazing
Mrs. Woods, our Student Welfare and
Mental Health Coordinator. Content
has been quite emotional for some
but all students have engaged so
very well with it all.

Year 11 have now finished our PSHE program and have begun an independent study program organised
by Miss Charles, their Head of Year, and we wish them all the success for their upcoming GCSE exams!

PSHE
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GEOGRAPHY

GEOGRAPHY
This year we decided to re-write
our key stage three geography
curriculum to bring it bang up to
date and increase challenges for
our students.  Seeing the
excellent response from our
students, we are delighted we
did.  Year 7 students completed
their 'UK Uncovered' work in
learning cycle 2.  Having looked at
urbanisation, industrialisation and
population change in the UK, year
7 students have now moved on to
look at the same concepts in
relation to the continent of Africa.
Staff and students are working
hard to tackle misconceptions
and build an understanding of
modern Africa, with dynamic
mega cities, a green wall across
the Sahel and increasing
investment from China.  Year 8
students gained an impressive
grasp of 'the danger of the single
story' during our 'dynamic
development' topic and are now
studying natural hazards,
including earthquakes, volcanoes,
tropical storms and climate
change.

GCSE
Our GCSE classes continue to
impress.  Year 9 students have
been studying rivers, including
physical processes and flood
management.  

A particular highlight has been
their excellent use of a GIS
simulation to plan flood defences
for a town.  

YEAR 10
Year 10 have tackled the resource
management unit, focusing on
food security and evaluating
strategies for improving supplies
in different areas of the world.
Year 11 have started their Geovise
programme of lessons in the run
up to the exams in the summer
and many have been making
excellent use of Seneca and the
PiXL Geography App to
consolidate their learning outside
of lessons.

SIXTH FORM
Sixth Form geographers headed to Plymouth in February to attend
the University's Geohazards Conference.  They heard from experts
in the field about volcanoes, tsunamis, earthquakes, engineering
and science communication.  Thank you to Mr. Clements for leading
this visit.

Finally, the department would like to thank Kirsten Mylett-Haddley
from Year 10 who joined us for a week of work experience and
proved to be an absolute asset, whether in the classroom,
reorganising resources or tackling displays.  What a star!



PE

NETBALL
We have seen good numbers at training and students have enjoyed
the fixtures. Well Done!

VIEW FROM THE PITCHES
Since December we have been publishing 'TKASA Sport - View
from the Pitches' on our Twitter feed.

It is a monthly information sheet with links to both school, and the
wider sporting world.

Three editions in, we have reported on lots of in school activities as
well as the successes of three alumni; Manu Vunipola representing
England U20s Rugby, Luke Prior racing in the English National Cross
Country Championships and Shannon Osman playing football for
the Great British Police. 

We try to include as much information on our young sportsmen and
women and their achievements outside of school as possible. 

If you have anything to report please email
pshepherd@TKASA.org.uk

Mr. Shepherd

DIVERSIONARY
PROJECT

Mrs. Clough has been working
with Somerset Active Sports
Partnership to set up the
Diversionary Project. We are now
in our first few weeks and
students have taken part in
Archery, Parkour and Dodgeball
to name a few activities. Formal
interviews were also completed
by selected Sixth Form Students,
two of which are now employed
in a coaching and mentor
capacity. Letters were sent home
to selected students, and if you
have any further questions please
contact Carly Martin from SASP -
CMartin@sasp.co.uk  

MANOR HOUSE
We were lucky enough to take 27
Sports Science students to Manor
House for a weekend of a variety
of sports. Every student
represented the school in a
fantastic way and their behaviour
was exemplary. Students
participated in a range of
activities such as archery, rifle
shooting, ice curling and a roller
disco. They finished the weekend
in the Spa where they were able
to use the sauna and steam room
as well as multiple Jacuzzi's. 

FOOTBALL
Year 7, 8, 9 and 10 have all
represented the school in football
fixtures this term and all have
shown fantastic resilience and
progress. All the students who
have played competitively for the
school have developed their
footballing skills and knowledge.
At the time of writing the Year 7,
9 and 10 football teams are on the
edge of qualifying for the
Sedgemoor finals. The Sixth Form
football team made it to the
County Cup quarter finals,
narrowly losing in the last minute
of the game.
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PE

CROSS COUNTRY
The Sedgemoor Area Cross Country
Championships were held at Brymore
School on Wednesday 12th December.
Representatives from across the age
groups really did themselves and our
school proud through their magnificent
efforts.

The students who ran are Lucas Earthy,
James Davies, Seth Meaden, Macy
Noad, Ana Morgan, Naomi Freeman,
Seth Barnshaw, Louis Clarke, Liam
Burrow, Toby Hooper, Jess Longley, Ben
Wood, Emily Murphy, Jamie Fear, Mia
Noad, Grace Johnson, Olivia Earthy,
Dan Maydew and George Davis.

The following students were placed in the top 10 and earned
their place to represent Sedgemoor at the Area Cross
Country Championships which was held at Aldon Hill, Yeovil
on Saturday 19th January, 2019.

Year 7 girls                Macy Noad                    1st place
                                  Naomi freeman             7th place

Year 7 boys               lucas Earthy                 1st place
                                  James Davies                4th place
                                  Seth Meaden                 5th place

Year 8 and 9 girls     Emily Murphy                1st place
                                  Jess longley                  2nd place
                                  Mia Noad                       3rd place
                                  Grace Johnson              4th place 

Year 10 boys              Dan Maydew                  1st place

Year 10 girls              olivia Earthy                  1st place

At this event the following TKASA students ran in the
Sedgemoor Team. This is a really demanding course so the
following students deserve huge praise for their efforts.

Minor girls                Macy Noad                    10th place

Minor boys                lucas Earthy                  18th place

Junior girls                Emily Murphy                10th place

Inter boys                 Daniel Maydew              7th place

Following this tremendously successful SSAA
Championships, the 2019 X Country season was
unfortunately disrupted due to the cancellation of the South
West Championships due to severe weather conditions.
Selection has taken place of those athletes who have been
chosen to represent the County at the New Balance ESAA
Cross Country Championships which takes place at Temple
Newsam Park, Leeds on Saturday 16th March.

We are extremely proud that Emily Murphy was selected as
a reserve and that Daniel Maydew ran in a Somerset vest.
Although Dan came about half way down the field, there
were only about 70 Year 10s of which he came 30th.  The
Somerset Team came 19th out of 45 counties and because
we are quite a small county in terms of population, this is a
great achievement.  TKASA are very proud of Dan and his
success.

These results are truly wonderful and all of the students
should feel very proud of their efforts. I know that all of the
students who attend the running club on Monday night after
school would very much like to thank Simon Prior for his
dedication and commitment to their training. The Club has
proved to be a tremendous success and we look forward to
working with Simon in the future.

Mrs. Mussett
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BATTLE OF THE BANDS

On 27th February, 50 students took part in TKASAs first ever Battle
of the Bands competition final. It was a fierce competition, with over
100 students signing up! The majority of these students had never
played a musical instrument or performed on stage prior to
September 2018, and developed their performances based on their
hard work developing instrumental and vocal skills within classroom
music lessons and their hard work, practice and dedication was
clear to see. The 50 finalists spent the run up to the big event
rehearsing furiously at every opportunity during lunchtimes, after
school and even at weekends in each other’s garages!

On the big night, 10 bands took to the stage in front of a sell out
crowd of over 300 people to fight for 3 trophies and the
opportunity to represent TKASA at the Sedgemoor Battle of the
Bands for Lower School Champions, Upper School Champions and
Overall Champions. 

The unenviable job of judging for the evening went to Highbridge
local legend Dave Eldergill, Sedgemoor FM’s Dave Englefield and
X-Factor competitor Kezia Povey.

Non-competitive highlights of
the evening include our staff
band, made up of Miss Harvey,
Mr. Harris and Mr. Fielder with
guest drummer Joshua Ford
from Year 7, and our very own
Amy Outhouse (Mrs. Hewlitt),
accompanied by a selection of
students.

Before announcing the results,
the audience were treated to
exciting performances from
guest band Hi-Jacked and Kezia
Povey, who raised the roof with
a selection of hits from
Greenday and Evanessance.

The Atoms and Empty Frets will
now represent TKASA at the
Sedgemoor Battle of the Bands
in Bridgwater on 30th April
(tickets available soon) as they
compete against 4 other
secondary schools to be
crowned the best in
Sedgemoor!

Special thanks must go to the
wonderful Mr. Smith for
compering the evening, 
Mr. Whiteoak for running the
sound and Mr. Hewson for
running the lighting, along with
the many other staff and
students who supported behind
the scenes!

Whilst all students were
exceptional, Dan Anderson (yr
13), Jack Miller (yr 11) and
Joshua Ford (yr 7) in particular
must be commended for their
commitment not only to their
own performances, but the
several hours of their own time
they gave up to support our less
experienced musicians and
bands in preparing for the
event.

Many thanks to Burnham-On-
Sea.com for their online
coverage and kind permission
to use their photographs of the
event

Battle of the Bands Judges

lower School Champions The Atoms
performed AC:DC’s “Highway To Hell”

Best overall Empty frets performed
Queen hit “Somebody to love”

Upper School Champions Canvas Moon
performed “Hysteria” by Muse



HIGHBRIDGE ARTS FESTIVAL

Once we had finished packing away from Battle of the Bands, it was
time to focus our energies on preparing for the Music category of the
annual Highbridge Arts Festival. A number of students entered on a
variety of instruments, both as soloists and part of ensembles and all
were highly praised

Special mention must go to Jack Richardson in Year 8, who not only
walked away with first prize in THREE classes - “Piano Duet Pupil &
Teacher Duet Own Choice”,  “Piano Solo One Piece Own Choice” and
“Elena Cobb Solo Class (Grades 3 – 5)”, but was also awarded the
highest mark on the day, along with Sophie Beard (yr 9), who picked
up 7 different medals from a variety of classes.

TKASA brass musicians also made a remarkable impression, with a
quartet picking up a bronze medal, the TKASA brass group winning
the gold medal for their class. In the solo categories, year trombonist
George Simmons beat off stiff competition to be awarded the gold
medal for his lively rendition of “The Acrobat”, whilst Dan Anderson
(yr 13) was awarded bronze. Isabella Thomas   (yr 8) and Sam Elton
(yr 7) were awarded Gold and Silver respectively for solos in their
class. In duets, Year 8 Isabella Thomas and former student Ophelia
Buckton won a gold medal in the duets category, with Dan Anderson
and George Simmons picking up another silver medal for their duet.
Big thanks to Ms Alsop for her ongoing hard work and dedication to
all of our brass musicians!
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our pianists and woodwind students proudly display a plethora of medals!

Jack Richardson

celebrates

gaining the

highest mark 

of the day

Sophie Beard

shows off a

stunning 

7 medalsTKASA Brass group celebrate gold!

Not to be outdone, our vocalists
Christiana Panteli and Vinnie
Triggol wowed the judges taking
solo prizes in a number of
categories, with Christiana
picking up 3 gold and 1 silver
medal, and Vinnie taking 2 gold
and 1 bronze medal.

By the time the festival had
finished, students from the
mighty King Alfred’s Music
Department had picked up over
38 medals, with some
exceptionally positive feedback
from the adjudicators.
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P6
As always, our P6 lessons are
very successful and there is a
clear link with attendance and
improved attainment.  P6
takes place every Wednesday
(Week 2), but as we approach
the exams, teacher availability
is more flexible.  Please see
your French teacher for
further information.

FAREWELLS AND WELCOMES
Towards the end of Learning Cycle 2, we said goodbye to our Schools Direct
Trainee, Mrs. Harbridge.  Mrs. Harbridge enjoyed a successful placement
within the Department and is looking forward to continuing her studies in the
near future.  As we entered Term 4, we welcomed Mrs. Butterfield to the Team
for a 6 week placement.  After only a few weeks, she has made a huge
contribution and is building strong relationships with staff and students.  

We wish her all the best for this placement.

We have had a real push on
improving the standard of teaching
and student outcomes throughout
the Department.  Following the
recent data capture period, it is clear
that our interventions have been
highly successful and are having a
real impact on attainment.  We are
seeing some substantial
improvements in Year 11 and Year 10.
Key Stage 3 students are continuing
to improve and are becoming very
knowledgeable about French
customs and traditions.  Year 8 are
being introduced to the Past Tense
over the next few weeks, and this will
have a real impact on their ability to
express themselves more freely.

LEARNING CYCLE 2 UPDATE…

THE PRIORY
LEARNING TRUST
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Scouts is open to all 
Year 7 and 8 students 

You can join at any time 

We meet Wednesday after
school in the gym

1ST KING ALFRED
SCOUTS

What a fantastic start!
Back in January we opened the
first ever state secondary school
Scout Group, and a term later we
have just shy of 100 young people
signed up, plus what a term we
have had!

The Scouts have achieved a
number of badges. Firstly, the
Entertainer badge, where we
learnt camp fire songs and
performed them in front of a very
large audience at our investitures.
First Aid Level 3, where they
learned how to deal with a range
of medical emergencies from a
nasty burn to someone who is
unconscious and not breathing.
As well as their International
badge where the Scouts learnt
about different cultures and even
spoke to Uganda via video link!

At the end of term we had a mass
investiture of all our members
where all (new leaders too!) took
their promise in front of guests,
including The High Sheriff of
Somerset.

This term we have lots of new
badges to earn as well as our
Adventure Camp and Dragon Trail
trip! 

We cannot wait to have lots of
adventures!
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COOKING / CARERS CLUB
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Our cooking clubs have grown with help from
community charities that are supporting us. At

present we are sponsored by the Rotary Club,
Moose International (ladies and gents divisions),
Lions Club (Burnham-on-Sea branch), our own
PTFA, the Freemasons, and the Co-op who gave
us a large food parcel.  Without these charitable
donations we would not have been able to have
progressed with this project. We also run the
young carers group on Tuesday after school
whereby we cook and have a natter.  With support
from staff it has grown and we now have two
cooking clubs on Thursday, thanks to Miss Chainey
for running the older group for me.  Exam buster
breakfasts have started for our Year 11 PPE’s which
is a huge success. We are also going to do exam
breakfasts for the Year 11s which will be sponsored
by the Open Access Youth Work Project.

Please come along and support our Cream Tea
afternoon on 28th June from 3:10pm. Everyone is
welcome to join us for a delicious cake or scone
topped with juicy jam and clotted cream.  It is a
great way of getting people together, enjoying a
delicious treat and fundraising.  We are asking for
a £2.00 donation to help boost our funds. 

All of this has grown so much just from one
cooking club.  I would like to thank Peter Dickinson
and Olive Holdom who come as volunteers every
week. 

Thank you all for your continued support. 

Mrs. Timmins
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THE DUKE OF EDINBURGH’S AWARD
The majority of our participants have been
actively doing their volunteering, physical
recreation and their skills sections. Spring
and summer are always our busiest time as
we now introduce the expedition section of
the Award.

This is the area that the leaders have the
most input and for many this is the reason
they sign on, it is the most recognisable and
is the section that really promotes self-
belief, independence and team building. 

Recruitment for the Bronze has gone
very well and we are now over the 40
mark and still growing. 

It is great to see so many young
people finding imaginative ideas for
their volunteering and thank you to
all the charity shops, clubs and
groups prepared to give them this

opportunity. They have also excelled themselves this year with the
different sports they take part in and the number of different skills
they have found.

We held our first expedition training day in March and had over 30
young people learning new skills for their practice and actual
expeditions. The first walk of the season will take place on Saturday,
30th March on the Mendips.

The year started with lots of young
people rushing to complete their
Bronze from last year so they could
get started with their Silver. At
present we have 16 signed up and
that number is still growing. They are
all busy doing their volunteering,
physical and skill sections and will
soon start the preparation for their 3

day/2 night expedition in the summer. This year we are going to the
Brecon Beacons.

DUKE OF EDINBURGH’S AWARD

We are one of very few schools in
Somerset that can offer all 3
Awards.  Our Gold group this year
consists of around 15 students
and they are all working
independently to complete the
usual volunteering, physical and
skill sections.  In addition, they are
required to complete a residential
section of the Award.

Later this term we will be
preparing them for their 4 day/3
night wild country expedition.

Both the Silver and Gold
expeditions will take place in July
in the Brecon Beacons and there
will be lots of planning and
preparation taking place.

Finally, congratulations to two ex-
students Shaun Wood and
Andrew Aldred who have
achieved their Gold Award and to
the many Bronze students who
have recently received their
Bronze Award.  All should be very
proud of themselves.

If anyone has any queries,
problems or would like to know
anything more about the DofE
Awards please do not hesitate to
contact me on 

paldred@tkasa.org.uk .

P.Aldred
DofE Coordinator
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PRELOVED PROM

PRELOVED PROM TKASA   
We are delighted with the huge support that
Ella Dollery in Year 13 and Lilly Keeley Watts in
Year 12 have received for their Preloved Prom
Pop Up Shop.  Following their appearance on
BBC Somerset we have been overwhelmed
with the huge wave of reactions from the
community and further afield.  It has been
staggering and demonstrates the power of
social media when used for good!  

We are hugely grateful to
the staff of Timpsons at
Morrisons in Bridgwater

for the 25% discount on dry cleaning they have
given to anyone who hires a dress from us.

Ex-student Xanthe Rowlands gave up her time
and expertise to photograph the dresses being
modelled by past and present students.

We are working with Ella and Lilly together
with Louise Puddy (a parent) and a number of
Year 11 students who we are hoping will
continue the project as they move into Sixth
Form.  The Pop Up Shop now has a permanent
home and we are very grateful to Mr. Jenkins
for accommodating our boutique. 

Anyone wishing to view the dresses only need
to give us a call at school on 01278 784881 and
we can organise a preview. Whilst we have a lot
of dresses we really do need more as it is lovely
to have a wider choice of styles and sizes.  We
desperately need more suits for the boys so
please continue to donate.  

The opportunity of renting a dress/suit for an
occasion is open to anyone – not just for prom
and not just for TKASA students, so if you have
a special event to go to please consider
Preloved Prom as an option.  At only £20.00 it
is an absolute bargain!

Please follow us on:
Instagram: prelovedpromtkasa
Twitter: @prelovedpromtkasa
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