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Dear Parent/Carer 
 
It is my great pleasure to write to you at the end of my first year as Principal of the King Alfred School Academy.  
As you will be aware, this has been an amazing year for our school and so much has happened in such a short 
space of time.  I am proud of the many improvements our school has made over this last year and I know that this 
has been recognised by many, both within our school community and beyond.  I am very privileged to be part of 
an amazing school as we journey forward to making this the best school in Somerset.   It goes without saying that 
I am incredibly proud of our students and their various achievements this year, we have much to celebrate and I 
am confident there is more to come. 
 
What’s Happening at TKASA? 
This year, we have produced a biweekly newssheet of the great things that are happening in school and also by 
way of keeping you up to date with events and key information.  Whilst this has been good, it is my intention next 
year to produce ‘What’s Happening’ by means of a video blog.  This will be uploaded onto the website and via 
social media in the hope it is easier for parents and carers to easily see what is happening. It will be published 
roughly twice a term.  
 
A Level Results Day - Thursday, 15th August 2019 
Year 13s will be able to collect their A level results from G Block from 08.00 am on Thursday 15th August 2019.  
Students must see Mr Gaskell to confirm their destinations before they leave.  Support will be in place for students 
wishing to contact universities including use of computers and telephones. 
 
GCSE Results Day - Thursday, 22nd August 2019 
Year 11 students will be able to collect their results from B Block between 8.30am and 10.30am on Thursday, 22nd 
August 2019.   Results not collected will be available from Student Reception from Tuesday, 27th August 
until Friday, 30th August between 10.00am and 2.00pm. 
 
If it is not possible for students to be there on the day we can only release results to somebody else providing we 
have a signed letter of permission from the student.   If students wish the results to be sent to them then they must 
provide us with a stamped, addressed envelope and a letter of permission to do this, once again signed by the 
student. 
 
Being Part of the School Community 
We would be interested to hear from anyone who would like to be involved in school by way of joining our 
Academy Council.  Academy Councillors work closely with the Principal and Vice Principals and are the critical 
friends of the school.  If you are interested in finding out more, please contact the Clerk to the Academy Council 
by emailing sherrington@tkasa.org.uk  The trust is also recruiting for its Chair of Trustees, if you are interested, 
please email recruitment@theplt.org.uk  
 
First day of Autumn Term 
There is a staff training day on Monday 2nd September 2019. All students will return to school at 8.45am 
on Tuesday 3rd September 2019. 
 
Tutor Time 
This is a reminder that tutor time starts at 8.45 am, this means that students need to be sat in their tutor rooms 
and ready to work by 8.45 am.  To help with this school sounds a warning bell at 8.40 am, giving students a few 
minutes to make their way to their tutor room. As part of our ongoing drive to improve standards at the school we 
are introducing a number of new initiatives during tutor time next year, including monitoring of homework for years 
7-9 and also a new Tutor Time Reading programme. Being on time and ready to learn is key to the start of the 
school day so we appreciate your support with this. 
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School Uniform 
 
Uniform expectations for years 7-11 inclusive from 1st September 2019 
 
Shirts – Plain white collared shirt.  Shirts must be tucked in.  Coloured T-shirts or those with a bold logo should 
not be worn under school shirts. Polo shirts are not acceptable. 
Trousers– Regular plain black tailored trousers.  Jeans, jeans-style trousers, leggings, jeggings, joggers, chinos, 
or other similar trousers are not permitted.  Please note some ‘school-type’ trousers on sale in mainstream shops 
may not conform to the school’s policy.  Please check our website or contact the school if you are unsure.  
Trousers should not be rolled or turned up at the ankle. 
Skirts – Skirts should be A-line or straight, plain black and of an appropriate length which ensures that they do not 
lie more than 5 centimetres above or below the knee.  Split skirts should not be worn.  Plain black tights should be 
worn with a skirt. 
Blazer – Black King Alfred School Academy blazer with embroidered logo (available from Goldstar/Trutex). 
Compulsory for all students from September 2019.  Blazers must be worn at all times. 
Tie – Striped King Alfred School Academy tie compulsory for all students (available from Goldstar/Trutex).  Prefect 
Tie compulsory for Year 11 Prefects. 
Shorts (optional) – During the Summer Term plain black tailored knee-length school shorts may be worn. 
Jumpers (optional) – Plain black V neck. 
Shoes – Shoes must be plain black, closed toe school shoes with no studs or metal.  Plain black polishable 
trainers are permitted, however suede, fabric or canvas trainers are not permitted.   
Coats – Coats must be sensible, showerproof and appropriate for school.  Hoodies (pullover-style or zipped) 
tracksuit tops and denim jackets/coats are not permitted. Year 11s only are allowed to wear their Leavers’ 
Hoodies. 
 
The school PE kit has not changed. 
 
We expect all parents and carers to support the school uniform policy. If, for any reason, a student is unable to 
wear the correct school uniform or completely black footwear, we ask that parents contact the school to inform us 
of the reason for this. We do not want to be in a position where we are having to sanction students for being in the 
incorrect uniform. 
 
Attendance 
I would also like to take this opportunity to remind all parents about the importance of regular attendance at 
school. Attendance improved again this year which is fantastic, however it can improve further. The attendance 
target for all students should be 100%. Missing school even for short periods of time can have a significant impact 
on a child’s education and ultimately on their attainment.  
 
Whilst we appreciate that students sometimes get ill, we would ask that you try to encourage them to come to 
school as soon as they are well enough. We would also encourage all parents to refrain from taking students out 
of school for holidays during term time. To this end we have decided this year to take most of our INSET days in 
one block and have thus extended the October half term break to two weeks.  
 
Key Dates 
The full school calendar will be published on the school website by the end of the Summer term.  Please note 
these key dates for your diaries.   
 
I look forward to keeping you up-to-date with information about our progress and successes in the new 
academic year where we are on target to achieve some fantastic examination results.  
 
I hope you have a relaxing, happy and safe summer break and look forward to seeing you all in September. 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
 
Nathan Jenkins 
Principal 


