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NJ/SAH 
 
 
 
December 2018 
 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer  
 

It gives me great pleasure to be able to write to you today with some positive news about the 6 th Form at The 

King Alfred School Academy. 

 
As many of you will be aware, there have been a significant number of rumours around the future of our 6th  
Form lately. These rumours were in part due to very little information going out to our students about the 
6thForm for next year and were further exacerbated by the cancellation of the open evening last term. This 
lack of information going home was, to some extent, deliberate, as we did not want to give out information if 
the 6th Form was facing closure. As a Leadership Team and in conjunction with Trustees, we have been 
carefully, but seriously considering whether or not we should consult on the closure of the sixth form 
permanently. This was due to a number of factors, but most significantly, to the small size of the 6th Form. 
 
Whilst to many, a small school based 6th Form is an attractive proposition, as it provides a more focused more 
personal approach to post 16 education, it also brings with it many concerns; not least of which being the 
possible narrowing of the curriculum offer due to very small classes and the resulting financial viability of the 
provision. The decision on whether to consult on a formal closure has, however, been considered and 
agreement has been reached, after many meetings, conversations and consultation with students, teachers, 
parents and the local community, to keep the 6th Form open for at least one more year.  The overwhelming 
majority of those we spoke to have stated emphatically that they would like the 6th Form to remain open.  
Trustees have therefore decided to allow the school to run the 6th Form for another year. This year is going to 
be pivotal however in the decision making process about the future of 6th Form in the long term. 
 

Currently we have less than 100 students in the 6th Form, with less than 50 students in year 12. If we want to 

retain the 6th Form we will simply have to increase this number dramatically. In September 2019 we need at 

least 110 students to join. This number would allow us to build on the provision and continue to develop the 

high quality Post 16 provision everyone wants in the community. If we do not reach that number in 
September, the process of formal consultation on the closure of the 6th Form will commence. Obviously if that 

occurs we would of course commit to fulfilling the 2 years of study for any students who have chosen to study 

with us. 

 

The King Alfred 6th Form has been an established centre for post 16 study for many years. It has had many 

successful alumni and continues to send students to the best Universities (known as The Russell Group) in 

the country.  

 

Whilst we want to ensure its future, we need your support. We need you as parents and carers to work with us 

in encouraging your young people to return to study in our 6th Form. We will be working incredibly hard over 

the coming months to ensure that our provision, curriculum offer, extra-curricular opportunities and advice and 

guidance for all our students is the best that it can be. Please join us in fighting to save the 6 th Form and 
securing its future along with that of all of the young people of our Community. 

 

Finally, we have rescheduled the 6th Form Open Evening for 23rd January 2019.  Further details on this will 

follow shortly. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 
Nathan Jenkins 

Principal 


