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Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Welcome to a new term here at The King Alfred School Academy.  I hope you have seen some of the site 
improvements made over the half term break and the start of the roof replacement work.  Site improvements will 
continue to be high on our agenda in the coming months so please keep an eye out for further work.    

Timetable Change 
Having taken last term to review the numerous things at the school, it has become evident that the timetable in its 
current form does not best support the students. As a result we will be issuing all students with a new timetable. 
This change will mean that your son/daughter will have better access to the curriculum, with fewer classes having 
multiple teachers and fewer classes having non specialist subject teachers. We trust that you will see improvements 
in continuity and communication between staff, students and yourselves as a result of this change. Ultimately it will 
lead to improved standards for all students as the year progresses. Unfortunately it may mean that some students 
need to change classes, however if this is the case staff will contact you personally over the next few days. These 
changes will take effect from 26th November. This will mean that your son/daughter will be issued with a new 
timetable from that date for the remainder of the academic year.   

GCSE Options Year 9 not Year 8 
We have also been working hard to review the current curriculum offer at King Alfreds. We believe strongly that all 
students deserve a curriculum that has breadth and students should study as broad a range of subjects for as long 
as possible. We believe that in order to achieve the best outcomes for our students at the end of KS4 their time with 
us should be viewed as a learning continuum rather than a segregated KS3 and KS4 learning process.  

As a result of this we have made the decision to change the year in which your child reduces the number of subjects 
they study. This will now happen in year 9 not year 8. The new curriculum will be designed for September 2019. 
From then all students will study their GCSE over two years in Years 10 & 11. This will allow current Year 8 students 
to have more time to study the full range of subjects and make informed choices about which areas they would like 
to specialise in. We believe that students should study GCSEs at their maximum point of maturity and this additional 
year of studying all subjects will benefit their overall educational experience. 

Site Security 
We have recently had some issues on site with groups of teenagers and young adults entering the site during the 
evening. In order to ensure that our site is safe for all students, staff and visitors, we will now be locking the back 
gate that leads onto Worston Lane from 3.20 pm each day until 8.15 am the following morning.  This means that 
any student who attends after school revision, after school club, or any similar event, will need to leave by the 
front gate or be collected in the normal way.   
 
Finally I would like to point out that we have a large number of events planned for the coming term and these will 
be detailed on the school website and in the fortnightly ‘What's Happening’ publication. I would also like to take this 
opportunity to thank you in advance for your continued support this term. 

Yours faithfully 

 

Nathan Jenkins 
Principal 


