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   What’s Happening at TKAS… 
 

         11th May 2018 
 

BE PROUD 
Again this week we have some fantastic student achievements to celebrate at The King Alfred 
School (TKAS). Thank you to all the students involved. You make us very proud. 
 

Well done to all the Year 7 boys that represented Burnham Rugby Club this weekend at the 
Gullivers Festival. Particular congratulations should go to Sonny Davis who was voted Player of the 
Festival. Well done to several of our Year 10 & 11 boys who have made senior debuts for Burnham 

Cricket Club too.  It is great to see so many of our students engaging with local clubs and 
organisations. Some fantastic achievements too in Year 8 as Faith Hooper has been awarded with 

3 medals in her Mixed Martial Arts competition.  Congratulations and well done to you all. 
 

The Priory Learning Trust (TPLT)  - an update from Mr Coles and Mrs Hurr 
Mr. Coles writes …  

I am delighted to say that the Interim Executive Board, Somerset Local Authority and The Priory 
Learning Trust have appointed Mr Nathan Jenkins as the first Principal at The King Alfred School.  

Mr Jenkins will join TKAS from 1st September 2018. The agreement is a one-year fixed 
arrangement in the first instance.  
 

Mr Jenkins joins TKAS from South Wales where he is currently the Principal of a 3-19 community 

school. Previously, Mr Jenkins has been a Deputy Head in South Wales and was at John Cabot 
Academy, Bristol, for 10 years as Head of Design Technology rising to Assistant Principal. John 
Cabot was led during those years by Sir David Carter, now the National Schools Commissioner. Mr 

Jenkins also worked at Bristol Brunel Academy, formally Speedwell.  He lives in South Wales with 
his wife and two boys, aged 11 and 14, and is a qualified rugby coach and leads the Newport 

Dragons U19 programmes across the region.  
 

Mr Jenkins has an excellent track record of school improvement and greatly impressed all interview 
panels - crucially impressing the students with his authority and personality. Mr Jenkins will be at 

the Year 6 Parents’ evening tonight and we will then announce the new Principal through the 
normal channels. Mr Jenkins is very much intent on becoming the permanent Principal at TKAS 
after January 2019. We have negotiated an early release from his current Headship. It is vital Mr 

Jenkins starts with TKAS on 1st September 2018. We move forward again.  
 

Challenge Day 18th July 2018 

Rather than the traditional Year Group trips it has been decided that this year we will run cross 
year trips. This will allow students to choose their trip of choice, from a wider range of activities, 
rather than being limited by a specific year group trip.  Further details will be given to students 

next week ready for them to choose their first choice and reserve activity. 
 

Year 9 Theatre Trip 

Year 9 Drama students went to The New Theatre in Cardiff to go see ‘The Play That 
Goes Wrong’ by the Mischief Theatre Company. It is an award winning comedy which 

certainly did not disappoint! The students really enjoyed it and have lots to write 
about for the theatre review they are completing as part of their GCSE Drama 
coursework. The students represented the school impeccably with one member of 

staff at the theatre even commenting on how well behaved and polite the students were compared 
to the other schools they have had! A great trip all round with lots learnt and lots to be proud of.  
 

Year 6 Welcome Evening 
On Thursday 10th May we will be welcoming our new Year 6 parents to the first information 
evening as we begin the transition process. Mr Coles will outline the process of The King Alfred 

School joining The Priory Learning Trust and what that means to this community. Mr Harris, Head 
of Year 7 & Transition, will outline our very clear expectations and the rest of the transition process 

over the summer term. A copy of the presentation will be on the school website for reference. 
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Fantastic 50 
Having had a brief appearance of better weather to come hopefully 
this summer, students have already ticked off a number of the magic 

50 days towards a reward trip in July. Previous attendance does not 
matter just 100% attendance to 13th July. As outlined before a 

medical appointment beyond your control will count. As a school we 
expect a minimum of 95% to maximise learning opportunities in 
school. Even 95% means that two weeks of schooling have been 

missed over the year. Students who fall below that threshold can 
expect to be contacted by the school attendance staff and in some cases the Educational Welfare 

Officer. 
 
Royal British Legion 

Last Friday a group of students visited the Burnham Branch of the Royal British Legion to find out 
more about the work of the Legion, and help to raise the Legion’s profile amongst young people.  

The group were given a talk by John Crosby, Branch 
Chairman, and treated to an array of cakes and biscuits at the 
Legion Coffee Morning.   

 
The students were interested to learn about the work and 

history of the Legion, as well as current projects.  These 
projects include the Somerset Admiral Nurses, who work with 
patients with dementia and their families.  All the students 

were an absolute credit to the school, their families and 
themselves.   

 
Well done and thank you to Hannah Fogarty, Rhys Lewis Kemble, Vinnie Triggol, Brandon Kelleher, 

Katie Hendy and Jackson Wood.  Thank you also to John & Ruth Crosby and all those at the Legion 
for making us feel so welcome. 
 

Uniform Update 
Goldstar (Bridgwater) and Trutex, our uniform suppliers, have contacted us to confirm that they 

will shortly be stocking the new uniform.  From September 2018 all Year 7 students, and students 
who choose to do so in other Year Groups, will wear the new uniform of TKAS blazer and tie, plain 
white collared shirt and black trousers/skirt.  This uniform represents a net saving to parents 

annually, as the blazer will be much more hardwearing than the jumpers, and plain white shirts are 
much more reasonable/readily available that the logoed versions.  We will confirm as soon as 

possible when our suppliers are ready to sell the new uniform, but we hope this will be in the next 
2-3 weeks. 
 

Current students can continue to wear their current uniform for the rest of their education at The 
King Alfred School.  If students need replacement uniform and are in current Years 7 to 10, they 

can purchase the ‘old style’ whilst stocks remain, or move to the ‘new style’ at any time. 
 
Year 11 GCSEPod Revision Resource 

Before the Easter holiday we provided students in Year 11 with login details 
for GCSEPod.  GCSEPod has over 5,000 teacher-written, audio-visual pods 

which have been produced specifically for learning, homework and revision. 
The Pods contain all the right facts, quotes, keywords, dates and annotated 
diagrams that your child needs for GCSE success. They won’t need to use GCSEPod for long to see 

the impact; in fact, consistent use of just 10-minute chunks is proven to support your child’s 
progress. 

  
Once logged in, students can search for Pods by keyword, a specific exam or subject area.  For 
more ways you can help support your child using GCSEPod, visit our website where you’ll find lots 

more information and resources.  www.gcsepod.com/parents 

http://www.gcsepod.com/parents
http://www.gcsepod.com/parents

