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BE PROUD 
Again this week we have some fantastic student achievements to celebrate at The King Alfred School 

(TKAS). Thank you to all the students involved. You make us very proud. 
 

Congratulations to the Year 7s who recently represented the school at the Sedgemoor Area 
Futsal tournament. After two wins and two draws, only conceding a single goal, TKAS were 

confirmed as champions and will go on to represent Sedgemoor in the Somerset School Games in 
the summer. Well played! 

 
The Priory Learning Trust (TPLT)  - an update from Mr Coles and Mrs Hurr 

Ofsted inspectors say The King Alfred School is improving and making good progress.  
During a two-day inspection made last month, they found that leaders and managers at our school 
are now taking very “effective action” towards the removal of Special Measures.  OfSTED said that 

clear routines have been established enabling lessons to start in a calm and purposeful manner, with 
good student conduct in school and classes. They found that our students show very positive 

attitudes to their learning when teachers engage them fully and challenge them sufficiently, with 
most taking pride in their work and presentation.  In addition they wrote that “leaders have taken 
determined action to tackle underperforming teachers” alongside a long list of improvements across 

the school. 
 

The report added that students feel safe in school and speak positively about the school’s approach 
to helping them understand how to maintain good mental health.  In the two day visit last month, 

four Inspectors visited over 50 lessons to monitor the quality of learning and the expectations put 
on students in their lessons. Executive Principal of TPLT, Neville Coles, and Headteacher, Denise 

Hurr, issued a joint statement that said: “We are very pleased that Ofsted found improvement but 
we are not complacent. We look forward to welcoming the Ofsted team back towards the end of the 
summer term to see further improvements. TKAS has the potential to become one of the very best 

schools in the region and we will be relentless towards achieving that aim.”  Ofsted stated ‘The school 
and the Trust have quickly gained an accurate view of the school’s weaknesses and understand their 

responsibility, and the need to bring about rapid 
improvement’. 
 

Lessons from Auschwitz Programme  
Sasha Moores and Ewan Murdoch of Year 12 have 

successfully completed the Lessons from 
Auschwitz course organised by the Holocaust 
Educational Trust. Firstly, Sasha and Ewan met 

Mala Tribich MBE, who survived the horrific 
conditions in Bergen-Belsen concentration camp 

and was rescued by the British Army in 1945. The 
students then visited Auschwitz-Birkenau in Poland, the most notorious of 
the Nazi extermination camps, and were overwhelmed by its vast scale and 

eerie atmosphere. The students are now completing their project on the Kindertransport of 1938 
when Britain welcomed 10,000 child refugees from Nazi Germany and are eager to remind everyone 

today of Britain's great tradition of welcoming and protecting people fleeing atrocities and 
persecution. We look forward to them sharing their hard work with our other students in assemblies 
and tutor times. 

 
Prefects Update 

All Year 10 Prefect candidates attended a training and selection day at C.O.A.C.H. Taunton (Centre 
for Outdoor Activity and Community Hub) on Friday 16th March. Students participated in a number 
of teamwork and leadership challenges, including practical and theory work. Due to the high levels 
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of the river we were unable to do the water based activities but students were still challenged by the 

land based activities. We were very impressed by the attitude and application of the students 
throughout the whole of the day. Final selection will take place soon and the new team of successful 
Prefects will be announced after the Easter holidays. 

 
Tutor Evenings - Advance Notice 

These will take place for all students on the 12th and 19th of April.  Letters have been posted home 
to individual parents and carers  This is a vital chance to meet with your child's Tutor to discuss their 
general progress, as well as allowing you to discuss their latest report in detail.  Research has shown 

that meetings between parents and staff are a key part in improving student outcomes (both 
academically and pastorally) and Tutors have a holistic picture of your child’s progress which enables 

them to help and support them.  Thank you for your support and we look forward to seeing you in 
April. 
 

Year 8 Update 
Thank you to Ms Warden who leaves us this week at the end of the maternity cover for Mrs Bonnett.  

She has led Year 8 as Head of Year with commitment and clarity, and provided excellent support for 
the students through their GCSE Options process.  Our thanks go to her for all her hard work.  She 
hands over the role of Head of Year 8 to Mr Penman, who was successfully appointed following his 

great work as Assistant Head of Year 11.   
 

“It is a pleasure to introduce myself as Head of Year 8 from the beginning of next 
term. I am hoping to build on the fantastic work that Ms Warden has done with 

the year group and to continue to develop an ethos of high aspirations, hard work, 
excellent relationships and academic success. In my first assembly with this group 

I plan on setting out mine and the school’s expectations clearly as well as ensuring 
that every student understands my role in their school lives over the next 3 and 
a bit years. I am also a firm believer that communication is key and so will 

endeavour to keep parents/carers, students and staff in the loop at all times.  
 

We are also planning a ‘Meet the Head of Year’ day in June for all students and/or 
parents/carers to come in for a short meeting to allow me to introduce myself in person and us to 

discuss how your child is getting on. More information to follow. Over the past two years I have 
taught many of this cohort and was their Assistant Head of Year for some of last year, so know many 

of them well. The good memories of Year 7 camp are still very fresh in my mind! I look forward to 
helping these students create many more in the months and years to come.”  Mr Penman. 
 

Uniform Update 
Students are looking so much smarter since the start of Term 2 and the drive on high uniform 

expectations. Thank you for your support with this. We simply ask that all students arrive at school 
each day correctly dressed and adhering to the uniform policy.  
 

Unlike many schools we do allow students to wear nail varnish, as long as it is in natural colours.  

Acrylic and false nails however are not allowed. Once acrylic nails are put on they need to be 
professionally removed which can take time to arrange so we kindly ask that any students currently 
wearing them have them removed during the Easter holidays (if not before) and return to school in 

Term 5 without them. Our advice would be to have them done, if you need to, in the Summer 
holidays when there are six weeks off school. If you have any uniform queries please contact Mr 

Milford at the school. 
 

Easter Holidays 
Finally please have a safe, happy and enjoyable two week break.  Students have not been set 
homework for this period to enable them to relax, enjoy time with friends and family, and take 

advantage of the many other enrichment activities and life experiences that are on offer outside of 
school.  Year 11, 12 & 13 will be hard at work revising, but should ensure that they keep a balance, 

giving themselves time off from studies as well as continuing with their revision schedule. 


