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   What’s Happening at TKAS… 
 

         9th March 2018 
 

 
 

BE PROUD 

Again this week we have some fantastic student achievements to celebrate at The King Alfred School 
(TKAS). Thank you to all the students involved. You make us very proud. 
 

Year 7s have been interviewed for our very important Transition Leader roles in the past fortnight. 

The standard has been very high. All successful applicants will join our Transition Team, led by Mr 
Harris and Mr Herbert.  They will be undertaking a range of transition projects, helping with our Year 

4 and 5 Taster Days and the vital Year 6 Transition process. Thank you to all those that applied. 
 

Year 10 have spent the past two weeks out on work experience. We are thankful for all the efforts 
of both staff, students and parents in getting this opportunity organised.  
 

Mr Shepherd and other Year 10 tutors have had great pleasure in visiting the students out in our 

community. It really has been fantastic to hear such positive comments from many businesses both 
local and further afield. A couple of students have even secured part time work as a result of their 

attitudes in the workplace. 
 
The Priory Learning Trust (TPLT)  - an update from Mr Coles and Mrs Hurr 

Wednesday and Thursday last week saw an Ofsted team of four inspectors visit our school, amidst 
the snow, to monitor our progress since November. Our students showed themselves in a very 

positive way as always.  The Ofsted team said they were pleased with the progress we are making 
- further details to follow once we receive the official letter.  
 

Uniform Update 
Students are looking so much smarter since the start of Term 2 and the drive on high uniform 

expectations. Thank you for your support with this. We simply ask that all students arrive at school 
each day correctly dressed and adhering to the uniform policy.  
 

With this in mind please ensure that your child does not arrive at school with excessive makeup and 

acrylic/false nails. We understand these are very fashionable accessories nowadays, but they are 
not part of school uniform expectations.  
 

Unlike many schools we do allow students to wear nail varnish, as long as it is in natural colours.  

Acrylic and false nails however are not allowed. Once acrylic nails are put on they need to be 
professionally removed which can take time to arrange so we kindly ask that any students currently 
wearing them have them removed during the Easter holidays (if not before) and return to school in 

Term 5 without them. Our advice would be to have them done, if you need to, in the Summer 
holidays when there is six weeks off school. If you have any uniform queries please contact Mr Milford 

at the school. 
 
Year 4 Taster Days 

On Wednesday and Thursday this week we welcomed Year 4 
students from our partner primaries to experience a little of what 

a day at The King Alfred School is really like. English, Maths, 
French, Computing, Music and PE all showcased what can be 
expected, but the show stopper was Science and bunsen 

burners! A new generation of scientists have been inspired!   
 

Thank you to Mr Herbert, Mr Harris and all the staff involved.  
Thank you also to our brand new Year 7 Transition Leaders who 
helped and supported on both days.  We will look forward to 

welcoming Year 5 next Term. 
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Learning Habits 
Thank you to students and parents/carers for your support in ensuring that good learning habits are 
developed each day through students being prepared for lessons.  Students are now showing that 

they have the right equipment each day and are ready to learn.  It is now an expectation that 
students have their equipment out on the desk in Tutor Time and each and every lesson.   
 

Please remind your child to bring full equipment every day, and remind them that this should 

automatically be out on the desk in each and every lesson.  Pencil cases and all listed items (see our 
website for details) can be purchased from the Library during break and lunch at very reasonable 

prices. 
 
Young Carers Drop-in 

Thank you to everyone who came to the Young Carers drop in session on 24th January, it was great 
to see you all! The next drop in sessions is 21st March and will be in B4 at lunchtime. 

 
Energy Drinks 
Thank you for your support since the introduction of our school ban on energy drinks in light of 

evidence linking them to short and long term health issues.  For some students on medication these 
energy drinks actually counteract the effects of their prescribed medication.   
 

Please remind your children that if students are seen consuming energy drinks on the school site the 

drink will be confiscated and disposed of (or, if unopened, they will be retained for parental 
collection).  

 
100 Club Update 
Last Friday over 800 students celebrated 100% attendance in either Term 

2 or Term 3 with a non-uniform day as part of their 100 Club membership.  
This is a fantastic achievement, especially during the winter months with so 

many bugs and germs around. 
 

One concern that has been raised by parents/carers is the impact of 
specialist appointments such as orthodontists on students achieving 100% 

attendance.  We are aware that is is often incredibly difficult to request ‘out 
of school hours’ appointments with specialists, but it does, of course, impact 
on missed learning.   
 

With this in mind we are looking to see how students can catch-up on missed learning and, as long 
as they have no other absence in that half term, join in the 100 Club reward activities.  More 
information coming soon. 

 
 

Site Entry And Visitors To Site 
A reminder that all adults visiting the school now need to 
do so via the new Reception located next to the coach bay 

car park.  Please follow the new signage and park in the 
car park next to the 6th Form Block where there are 

allocated visitors parking spaces for school users.  
Students who arrive after the start of the school day or 
who need to leave during the school day will also be using 

this Reception.  If you need to visit the school for any 
reason please use the new Reception as the old Reception 

will be for students only. Thank you for your support in 
this matter.  

 


