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BE PROUD 

Again this week we have some fantastic student achievements to celebrate at The King Alfred               

School (TKAS). Thank you to all the students involved. You make us very proud. 
 

Thank you and well done to almost 60 students in Year 7 who applied to be Transition                 

Leaders, and have been undergoing interviews with senior staff this week. The students have been               

fantastic, and a credit to the school. The quote of the week in the interviews was “I just love The                    

King Alfred School!!”. 
 

Thank you also to nearly 90 students in Year 10 who applied to be Year 11 Prefects,                 

undergoing interviews this week with senior staff. Their maturity and desire to contribute to the               

school and wider community has been fantastic to see. Well done on your applications and               

interviews! 
 

Students will find out if they have been successful in their application for both roles in the next two                   

weeks. Fingers crossed for them! 
 

Congratulations to Daniel Maydew (9F) on being selected to represent Somerset Schools at             

the English Schools Cross Country Championships in Leeds. A great          

example of how hard work and determination will lead to success. Well            

done Dan! 
 

Finally this week congratulations to former TKAS student Manu Vunipola          

who has been selected for the Under 18 England Rugby squad. What a             

fantastic role model for our current crop of students as they work hard to              

follow their dreams. 

 

The Priory Learning Trust (TPLT)  - an update from Mr Coles and Mrs Hurr 

The School received official notification yesterday that the Interim Executive Board (IEB) are now              

providing Governance for our school with immediate effect. The initial meeting of the board will               

take place on 27th February 2018. The Board consists of 5 members: Mr Guy Adams (Chair), Mrs                 

Gail Webb MBE, Mr Phil Reddish, Mr Roger Owen and Mrs Karen Marsh. We look forward to                 

welcoming them to our school and receiving their support and guidance over the coming months.  

 

Year 8 Options & Careers Week 

Our Year 8 Options Evening this week was a fantastic success, made all the more               

so by the engagement of the Year 8 students. They have enthusiastically taken             

part in the process, researched potential careers alongside their tutors, attended           

interviews with senior staff, and demonstrated real care and thought for their            

futures.  
 

Thank you to all the students for their hard work and to staff and parents/carers               

for their support. It really does bode well for the outcomes for this year group in                

summer 2021. 

 

Shakespeare Trip 

Fifty Year 10 and 11 students who are studying ‘Macbeth’ as part of their GCSE English Literature                 

course enjoyed a high-energy intense 90 minute version of Shakespeare’s ‘Scottish play’ at The              

Princess Theatre, Burnham on Friday 9th February. 
 

Stripped back to the essentials yet staying true to the text the play was brought to life by actors                   

Troels Hagen Findsen & Paul O'Mahony who played 20 characters in a concise and exciting manner.                

Prior to the performance students also had a 30 minute Q and A session with the actors. Paul                  

O’Mahony who played Macbeth was keen to stress how they wanted to draw out Macbeth’s               

volatility and the way in which the time urgency of the play results in the tragic outcome. 
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During the performance the actors made full use of the audience           

with several taking on lines of servants, guests at the ‘Banquet’           

scene and Miss Harvey even ended up treading the boards herself           

as the deranged sleepwalking Lady Macbeth of Act 5 Scene 1 pulled            

her out of the third row in a frenzy of guilt! 
 

GCSE Drama students present commented on the impressive level         

of energy maintained by the actors and unique characterisation         

they had managed to bring to the different roles.  
 

Our thanks to all at The Princess Theatre for making us so welcome.             

Thank you to Mr Lockett for this report, and to all the staff involved in such a successful trip. 

 

Uniform Update - Nails & Jewellery 

Following a big focus on uniform this term, it is really pleasing to see how much smarter TKAS                  

students are looking. Thank you to staff, parents and students for making the necessary              

changes and ensuring all our students are adhering to the School Uniform Policy. Staff at school                

will be consistent in driving high standards of uniform, whether it be insisting on shirts tucked in,                 

appropriate school shoes or correct school jumpers.  
 

As a reminder about students’ personal appearance, our policy states that piercings are limited to               

one plain stud per ear. No other forms of facial piercing are permitted. Additionally,              

makeup should be discreet and neutral in colour. Nail varnish should be in natural colours               

only (stick-on or acrylic nails are not acceptable) and nails should be short in length for                

health and safety reasons (particularly for PE, Science, D&T etc). If you have any queries or                

concerns regarding our Uniform Policy, please contact Mr Milford at the school who will be more                

than happy to discuss this with you. Communication is key! 

 

Learning Habits 

Thank you to students and parents/carers for your support in ensuring that good learning habits               

are developed each day through students being prepared for lessons. Students are now showing              

that they have the right equipment each day, ready to learn. It is now an expectation that                 

students have their equipment out on the desk in Tutor Time and, from Monday, this will continue                 

in each lesson. Please remind your child to bring full equipment every day, and remind them that                 

this should automatically be out on the desk in each and every lesson. Pencil cases and all listed                  

items (see our website for details) can be purchased from the Library during break and lunch at                 

very reasonable prices. 

 

Site Entry And Visitors To Site 

A reminder that all adults visiting the school now do so via the new Reception located next to the                   

coach bay car park. Please follow the new signage and park in the car park next to the 6th Form                    

Block. Students who arrive after the start of the school day or who need to leave during the school                   

day will also be using this Reception. If you need to visit the school for any reason please use this                    

new Reception as the old Reception will be for students only. Thank you for your support in this                  

matter.  

 

Energy Drinks 

Thank you for your support since the introduction of our school ban on energy drinks in light of                  

evidence linking them to short and long term health issues. For some students on medication               

these energy drinks actually counteract the effects of their prescribed medication. Please remind             

your children that if students are seen consuming energy drinks on the school site the drink will be                  

confiscated and disposed of (or, if unopened, they will be retained for parental collection).  
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