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   What’s Happening at TKAS… 
 

         27th April 2018 
 

BE PROUD 
Again this week we have some fantastic student achievements to celebrate at The King Alfred School 

(TKAS). Thank you to all the students involved. You make us very proud. 
 

The Year 7 Football team have now finished their football season, finishing as runners up in the 
Sedgemoor Area Competition. Thank you to all the boys who have represented the school proudly 

over the course of the season. 
 

Congratulations to a number of our staff who have received ‘Thank You’ Awards from the Pearson 
Teaching Awards in recognition of their hard work and commitment. #teachingawards 

 
The Priory Learning Trust (TPLT)  - an update from Mr Coles and Mrs Hurr 

Parents and carers will want to know that TKAS will follow TPLT holiday pattern next year. This 
means there will be only one INSET day next year with all other INSET days commuted to evening 
sessions to allow for a two week break in October. This break will be from Monday October 22nd 

until Friday 2nd November. We have run this arrangement at PCSA and WCSA previously. We are 
conscious of the impact on primary schools but want to have a break in October for two weeks to 

support staff and students in the long Autumn term. We also do not want several ‘one off’ INSET 
days. We also know that holidays in this period are cheaper and this may be an advantage for 
families and staff 

 
Joe Laoutaris Update 

On Thursday 22nd March, the entire school took part in a ‘Laoutaris 
Day’ in memory of Joe Laoutaris who sadly passed away in 2015, when 

in Year 8, after a brave battle with cancer. Year 11 students started 
the day with a memorial assembly and then undertook a sponsored 
walk from school to Brean Down and back. The day was finished with 

a balloon release and BBQ at the Burnham Football club. In total, the 
students raised £4000 for Musgrove’s Oak Ward where Joe spent time being treated and for 

the hospital’s school room, where he studied. £3009 of which was raised by the Year 11’s for their 
sponsored walk - a huge achievement for their efforts which totalled 17.3 miles. A big thank you to 
all who sponsored students and to Burnham Football Club for allowing us to host the final part of the 

day there. 
 

Equality & Diversity Update 
It was Transgender Awareness Week last week and to celebrate there were 
assemblies for every year group and the ‘poetree’ at the front of school was 

decorated with rainbow ribbon and a pride flag.  Perhaps it should now be known as 
the ‘Diversitree’. 
 

This week 2BU came into school to talk to our LGBTQ group ‘alliance’ inviting them 

to an exciting art show which is taking place at Somerset County Cricket Ground in 
July.  We also started planning for 

Diversity Week which is coming at 
the start of July. Expect many fun 
activities and visitors based 

around the idea of ‘It’s OK to be 
you!’. 
 

Many thanks to Somerset Rural Youth Partnership 

who have worked with Gardening Club since 
January. This continues to be a very welcoming 

group encouraging making friends, exercise and fresh air. All are welcome every Wednesday 3.10pm 
to 4.30pm. 
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Uniform Update 
Goldstar (Bridgwater) and Trutex, our uniform suppliers, have contacted us to confirm that they will 
shortly be stocking the new uniform.  From September 2018 all Year 7 students, and students who 

chose to do so in other Year Groups, will wear the new uniform of TKAS blazer and tie, plain white 
collared shirt and black trouser/skirt.  This uniform represents a net saving to parents annually, as 

the blazer will be much more hardwearing than the jumpers, and plain white shirts are much more 
reasonable/readily available that the logoed versions.  We will confirm as soon as possible when our 
suppliers are ready to sell the new uniform, but we hope this will be in the next 2-3 weeks. 
 

Current students can continue to wear their current uniform for the rest of their education at The 
King Alfred School.  If students need replacement uniform and are in current Years 7 to 10, they can 
purchase the ‘old style’ whilst stocks remain, or move to the ‘new style’ at any time. 

 
Attendance Update 

Despite the snow, term 4 saw well over half the school population achieve 100% attendance which 
is a superb achievement. In consultation with parents and carers we recognise that medical 
appointments can be beyond your control so although not giving an official 100% attendance figure 

on the legal register, for the 100 Club those missed sessions will count. We will also offer the 
opportunity for students who have missed 1 day’s schooling in a half term to catch up and ‘credit’ 

the missed day so they can also be part of the 100 Club and its rewards. This works twofold in that 
students do not have any gaps of knowledge in the subjects they have missed and also develops 
autonomy in students for their learning.  
 

On 8th May we will be launching the ‘Fantastic 50’. All students 
have to do is attend every day for 50 days regardless of previous 
attendance to qualify for our offsite reward in July. As a school we 

expect a minimum of 95% to maximise learning opportunities in 
school. Even 95% means that two weeks of schooling have been 

missed over the year. Students who fall below that threshold can 
expect to be contacted by the school attendance staff and in some 
cases the Educational Welfare Officer. 

 
Year 11 GCSEPod Revision Resource 

Before the Easter holiday we provided students in Year 11 with login 
details for GCSEPod.  GCSEPod has over 5,000 teacher-written, 
audio-visual pods which have been produced specifically for 

learning, homework and revision. The Pods contain all the right 
facts, quotes, keywords, dates and annotated diagrams that your 

child needs for GCSE success. They won’t need to use GCSEPod for 
long to see the impact; in fact, consistent use of just 10-minute chunks is proven to support your 

child’s progress. 
  

GCSEPod can be viewed on mobiles, tablets and PCs and the Pods can be downloaded for offline 
viewing.  The Pods are mapped to the curriculum and students can access pre-set exam playlists 

which collate all the Pods relevant to a specific exam 

into a neatly organised list.   
  

We recommend that you discuss GCSEPod with your 
son or daughter to ensure that they have 

successfully activated their accounts and encourage 
them to make use of this service throughout their 

GCSEs.  Once logged in, students can search for 
Pods by keyword, a specific exam or subject area.  

For more ways you can help support your child using 
GCSEPod, visit our website where you’ll find lots 
more information and resources. 

www.gcsepod.com/parents 

http://www.gcsepod.com/parents
http://www.gcsepod.com/parents

