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   What’s Happening at TKAS… 
 

         20th April 2018 
 

 

BE PROUD 
Again this week we have some fantastic student achievements to celebrate at The King Alfred School 

(TKAS). Thank you to all the students involved. You make us very 
proud. 
 

Year 11 are working extremely hard to make sure that they get 

fantastic results in the summer.  Last weekend saw our first 
Saturday School, led by Miss Charles, with around 40 students 

showing their dedication and determination to succeed.  Miss 
Fisher and Mrs Gibson ran an Easter 

Revision session for Year 11 students on Tuesday 3rd April which was a 
real success. They covered Christianity for two hours and Miss Fisher 
revised Islam for two hours after lunch.  The students at these, and all 

the other revision sessions were really engaged, showed great 
enthusiasm and a real desire to do their very best on their upcoming 

exams.  Well done to all the Year 11 students and thank you to the staff 
involved. 

 

The Priory Learning Trust (TPLT)  - an update from Mr Coles and Mrs Hurr 
Staff across the school are working incredibly hard at the moment with the final preparations for the 

2018 exams. We again wish all our students well for the forthcoming exams – Year 11s and Year 
13s. Good wishes to parents and carers as well – we know exam time can be stressful for you too! 
Please do let us know if we can offer further support.  
 

We are feeling really positive following the recent OfSTED inspection and then the really great news 
about the £1.2 million for the new roofs. The Trust’s bidding team based at Priory were delighted to 
see this outcome. Our thanks to Martin Kerslake (Chief Financial Officer), who led the bidding 

process. We have further plans during 2018-19 to improve the student toilet facilities.  
 

Thank you for the several recent very positive emails about the recent changes at TKAS. We know 
there is much work still to do, but we are confident the school is now moving quickly in the right 

direction. Next week we will be able to update you about the new Principal. Interviews are planned 
for Tuesday and Wednesday of this coming week. Thank you for the support. 

 
Manor House Sports Trip 
A fun-filled weekend was enjoyed by students from 

Year 9-11 at the Manor House this weekend. 
Students took the opportunity to try out sports they 

hadn’t experienced before such as air rifles, archery, 
continuous cricket, volleyball and climbing, as well as 
enjoying the evening entertainment of bowling and a 

roller disco. After all this non-stop activity, we were 
very appreciative of the chance to enjoy exclusive 

use of the spa facilities too.   We were extremely proud of how the students represented KAS and 
had some lovely comments from the instructors at the Manor House and members of the public.  A 
big thank you to all the staff for giving up their weekend to run such a brilliant trip. A fantastic time 

was had by all, roll on next year! 
 

Exeter University Visit (Year 10) 
During the first week of term, seven Year 10 students travelled to Exeter University, having been 
accepted onto their Scholarship programme. This is a fantastic achievement and one that will open 

many doors for them with regard to the future.  The students opted into one of two residential 
opportunities:‘Humanities- Ways of reading’ & ‘Business- Could you be a global entrepreneur?’ and 
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‘Social Sciences- Trial by media’ & ‘Medical Professions – Survival of the Skillset: Introduction to 

Basic Clinical Skills’. 
 

The students attending the residential have become part of our South West Exeter Scholars 
programme. This programme of events and activities have been designed to help participants make 

informed decisions about whether university is the right option for them and to help make the process 
of applying as easy as possible.   Congratulations and well done to them all: Tilly Lawrence, Harriet 
Puddy, Nikola Fabicka, Tilly Randall, Katie 

Hendy, Sophie Fenegan and Jack Millier. 
 

Teaching & Learning Update 

Our students have been working hard to move 
their learning forward.  Across the school site 

it is particularly good to see students with 
important exams approaching trying so hard 
and taking their success seriously.  
 

Lessons at TKAS follow a standard procedure 

that students have become familiar with. This 
term we have launched 5 key themes that are 

going to run through all lessons at TKAS as 
part of our new learning model.  Students will 

see this learning model across all areas of our school and will start to see our key themes reflected 
in what they do and discuss in lessons. 
 

Uniform Update 
Thank you to all students and parents for continuing to ensure high standards of uniform are adhered 

to at school. As we move in to the summer months and hopefully warmer weather we will still be 
expecting high standards, requesting boys shirts are tucked in, trousers and footwear are aligned to 
the policy and hoodies and tracksuit tops are not worn in school. As mentioned before, can we remind 

you that make up and nail decoration reflects the school policy and your child arrives at school 
looking as smart as they possibly can be. Any queries on uniform please contact Mr Milford at school. 
 

You may see some students wearing hoodies around school, these are our Year 11 students wearing 

their ‘Leavers’ hoodies’, a tradition in all schools it seems! They have individually purchased these 
to celebrate the ‘end of their school life’ and (if they are in the school colours of light grey or black) 

they are allowed to wear them around school for the last few weeks leading up to their exams. Other 
colours may only be worn outside school.  Appropriate uniform should be worn underneath the school 
leavers’ hoodies when in school. 
 

Finally, Goldstar (Bridgwater) and Trutex, our uniform suppliers, have contacted us to confirm that 
they are now only holding very limited stocks of our current uniform.  Current students can continue 
to wear their current uniform for the rest of their education at The King Alfred School.  If students 

need replacement uniform and are in current Years 7 to 10, they can purchase the ‘old style’ whilst 
stocks remain, or move to the ‘new style’ at any time. 

 
Tutor Evenings 
The first Spring Tutor Evening saw students, parents/carers and staff discussing not only progress 

in lessons but also what makes our students ‘proud’ in terms of their achievements. There is always 
a ‘buzz’ around these events and feedback was very positive. Special mention must go to the very 

focussed Year 11 meetings outlining all the revision support on offer in and out of school as we head 
into the exam season. 
 

Year 11 GCSEPod Revision Resource 
Before the Easter holiday we provided students in Year 11 with login details 

for GCSEPod. Once your child has activated their account at gcsepod.com 
they can browse the Pod library and create their own playlists. We 
recommend that you discuss GCSEPod with your child to ensure that they 

have logged in and to encourage them to make use of this service throughout their GCSEs. 


