
  

Message from the Headteacher 

 

I would like to thank our students, parents, staff and community for the support they  
have shown to me and our school over the last 4 years.  During this time I have very  

much enjoyed watching our school and community change and develop.  I look forward  
to continuing to be involved in the King Alfred School through my work with the Priory  

Learning Trust.   
 
Please enjoy your summer and embrace the next stage of development for King Alfs. 

 

 

 
Mrs D Hurr 

Headteacher 

Belong. Believe. Be Proud. Summer 2018 

Autumn Term Starts: Tuesday, 4th September 2018 
Inset Days: Monday, 3rd September and 22nd to 25th October 2018 

October Half Term: 26th October to 2nd November 2018 
Autumn Term Ends: Friday, 21st December 2018 
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Cream Tea 

It was a  beautiful sunny afternoon for our Cream Tea Event held on Friday, 29th June.  The students 

spent the day making scones and guests were impressed with the table service provided by the  

students.  

 

We would especially like to thank Bakkavor Desserts Highbridge Ltd for their large donation of cakes and 

treats and it was lovely to see the Rotary Club, sponsors, parents/carers, staff and ex-students  

supporting the event, all contributing to a fantastic afternoon.  In addition we were treated to a flash 

mob routine by our fantastic Grease cast.  

 

We raised over £300.00, this will be used to fund Cookery Clubs in September for Year 7 & 8 and  

Year 9 & 10.  Students who are interested in the Cookery Club need to apply to Mrs Timmins in writing 

explaining why they would like to join.  

 



3 

We are unbelievably proud of our amazing 

cast of Grease.  

 

They performed spectacularly, with almost  

a full house on all 3 nights, and lots of  

fantastic reviews and feedback from our  

audiences. The students performing were 

outstanding and so professional. It seems 

like just yesterday we were  auditioning and 

starting out on our journey. 7 months of 

hard work has really paid off and the  

students were buzzing with pride from their 

performances as well as all the parents, 

staff and members of the community who 

came to watch it. A big thank you to all the 

staff, parents and students involved who 

helped make this a really triumphant  

production both backstage and front of 

house. We are all very sad that it is over, 

however, the planning for the next musical 

has already started and will be announced in  

September! 

 

Miss Harding 
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Luke Prior 
 

Luke Prior (centre) is pictured alongside 

his father Simon, Principal Nathan  

Jenkins (far right), Head of PE Kate 

Clough (left) and students. 

 

A high-achieving Great Britain athlete 

has been inspiring students at his old 

school.  Luke Prior, aged 20, who has 

been thrilling spectators with his  

excellent cross country performances 

told his story to students. 

 

Since leaving the school two years ago, 

Luke has achieved his England  

International vest representing his 

country both at home and in Spain. In 

March this year Luke was selected to join Team GB at the World Cross Country Championships in 

Kampala where he finished 80th. He has also won gold medals in the England 5000m competition and 

is ranked 13th in the UK over 10000 metres. 

 

New Principal Nathan Jenkins said: “It was fantastic to meet Luke and hear his story of success. The 

way he has set himself challenging goals and then worked incredibly hard to achieve them, will I’m 

sure serve him well and undoubtedly inspire current students.  He has a big career ahead of him and 

we look forward to following his success with great pride”. 

 

June 1958  Official opening of  

The King Alfred County Secondary School  

1958 Prize Giving in the Main Hall  
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Science News 
 

What a busy term for teachers and students alike with Year 10 PPEs, GCSEs and 

A-Level examinations. Exam fever has been at record heights this year owing to 

the hot weather!   

 

The department has been working hard to improve and update the displays in 

the science corridor, showcasing the practical work the students are undertaking. 

We are excited to be having new vision film applied to our windows in the next academic term and 

more wall art. 

 

Year 8’s have enjoyed exploring diffusion in biology using Skittles, while other students have applied 

their subject knowledge in creating board games. 

The Year 10 students had a visit from Dr Lawrence Cattermole from the Institute of Physics who talked 

to them about electrical circuits. 

English 
 

Congratulations to the Year 11's who have worked so hard during their time at King Alfred School.  

Pupils showed immense dedication, as shown by their attendance at after school English revision  

sessions and the additional tutor time intervention sessions: ensuring that they were as well prepared 

for their exams as possible. They are already missed and we wish them the very best for the future. 

 

Year 7's have been making great progress with Accelerated Reader. This year we have seven pupils 

who have graduated into the 'Millionaire's Club': Rory Kerton, Hannah Fogarty, Lili-Anne Salter, Ella 

Walton, Erin Dawson, Kyra Wade, Polly Tottle and Jessica Kellow. Congratulations to you all and we 

hope you enjoy reading your prize book.  

 

Well done to the following Year 7 pupils for rising to the '9 Book Reading Challenge' this term and 

reading all 9 books: Artur Vasile, and Louis Clarke.  

 

Thank you to all pupils who entered the 'Reading Experiences Competition' in which they shared their 

reading journey. It was really inspiring to read about the escape and adventure that reading has given 

you as well as the challenges of finding the right book and developing your skill. Prizes go to Rubi-Mae 

Heyward and Lily Evans. We hope your book prize will reignite your love of reading.  

Well done to Year 8 who have now completed our KS3 curriculum and will join us after the summer for 

KS4. We have seen some outstanding written work from pupils and lots of progress made over the 

course of the year. We know you will keep this up. See you in September. 

 

Year 9's have been working on their Speaking and Listening skills in the final part of this term in  

preparation for next year when they complete their GCSE Speaking and Listening Assessments. It has 

been wonderful to see them develop their opinions and persuasive writing - which will also be crucial 

for English Language GCSE success. Well done. Congratulations also go to Fiona Williams, Georgina 

Mann, Stuart Childs and Molly Clarke for winning the Journalism Challenge this year who have all been  

offered the chance to go to work in the news room at Priory Community School. We also look forward 

to launching the fantastic Edvocate Programme with you in Year 10. 

 

Well done to Year 10 for their hard work and preparation in the lead up to Year 10 PPEs and GCSE 

Speaking and Listening Assessments. We look forward to working together in your final year to ensure 

you get the grades you deserve.  

 

We hope you enjoy your summer holidays and don't forget to: keep reading! 
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Rounders 
We have had teams representing TKAS in rounders fixtures in Year 

7, 8, 9 and 10 this term. All have enjoyed some lovely weather 

and performances have definitely improved with each game 

played. A big thank you and well done to those students who 

showed true commitment and came to every training session as 

well as competing at fixtures. A special mention to the year 8 and 

10 teams as this resulted in them making great progress in all  

aspects of their game.  

 

Within TKAS PE department we love to see as many students as 

possible commit to training and represent the school and we look 

forward to a big push 

in extra-curricular 

sports clubs next 

year. 

 

Have a lovely summer 

from all of the PE  

department.  

 

Miss Wonnacott 

Year 7 Rounders Team with  
Year 11 Leaders – Sophie and Lucy  

Year 10 Rounders Team Year 8 Rounders Team 

Students at the Sedgmoor and Mendip School Games Qualifier 

Athletics 

There have been some fantastic results during the Athletic's season. Special mention must go to Mia 

Noad, Lauren Power, Olivia Earthy, Anya Snowball, Emily Murphy and India Porter who all represented 

the Sedgmoor Area Team at the County Championships on the 9th June, with some brilliant individual 

performances.  Well Done! 

Mrs Clough 

Head of PE 
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Staff News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Bawden 

28 years 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Osgood 

21 years  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Aylward 

20 Years 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Woolacott 

18 years 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Curtis 

16 years 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Lockett 

16 years 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Miss Smith 

15 years 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Cavill 

14.5 years 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Watts 

12.5 years 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Bowker 

11 years 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Hardiment 

10 years 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Tipler 

8 years 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Holt 

7 years 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Miss Panter 

6.5 years 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Sims 

6 years 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Hurr 

4 years 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Miss Matthews 

4 years 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Clapp 

3 years 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Heap 

2 years 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Miss Lambourne 

2 years 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Roberts 

2 years 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Miss Whittle 

2 years 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Partington  

1 year 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Tsmiriagos 

1 year 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Usher-Clark 

1 year 

We say farewell and thank you to the following staff who between them have  

given an incredible 231.5 years of service to The King Alfred School. 
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We welcome the following new staff to The King Alfred School. 

Mr N Jenkins 

Principal 

Miss C Atkins—Science 

Mr M Bail— Boys’ PE 

Mrs D Baker—Apprenticeship Student Services Administrator 

Mr I Brittan—Head of Year/Maths 

Miss C Bullock—Head of Year/DT 

Miss J Caine—English 

Mr R Conway—Apprenticeship LSA 

Mr J Eastham—Apprenticeship Data 

Mr A Fielder—Maths 

Mr D Grant—Computing 

Mr N Hancock—Boys’ PE 

Mr A Lewis—Cover Supervisor 

Mr S Maguire—Maths 

Mr D Mahoney—Cover Supervisor 

Mrs V Meredith—English 

Ms T Nel—Maths/Computing 

Mr N Smith—Business Studies/ History 

Miss A Picardo-de-Sousa—English  

Miss C Redstone—Apprenticeship LSA 

Mrs D Ryles—Science LSA 

Miss F Smith—Science Technician 

Mr R Swaine—Maths 

Mr A Whitchurch—Science 

Mrs L Whiteoak—Head of Creative Arts 

We say goodbye to Mrs Beesley, Independent Careers Advisor who leaves 

the school in July.  Mrs Leatherby has been appointed Careers Advisor for 

the school. 

Mrs Beesley 

Mrs Leatherby 

Careers Advisor 

Staff News 
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Watchet Field Trip 
The sun shone for our fieldwork in Watchet in June.  Students kept 

themselves cool with ice cream whilst learning about the human and 

physical processes at work on this piece of coastline.  The warm  

weather meant that the town was busy with local people and  

tourists, many of whom commented upon our students' excellent  

behaviour and enthusiasm for their work.  Well done year 7!  

 

Mrs Owen 

Head of Geography 
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7I Mr Keyse 
 

On Monday, 2nd July 2018, KINGA tutor groups went on Year 7 camp to Huish Woods.  When we arrived 

we were put into tent groups and had the challenge of putting up our tent.  It took quite a while but we 

did it.  We were then put into activity groups and had three activities with lunch in between.  All groups 

had a good time and after a long day we had dinner.  Later on we had hot chocolate and doughnuts and 

were allowed to watch the football match or go back to our tents.  The following day we had breakfast 

and lots more activities and food. On the last day of camp our transport arrived to collect us but on the 

way back the bus got stuck on a bend at the camp and another driver had to help.  When we arrived at 

school our parents were there to greet us and we went home. 

We all had a great time! 

 

Congratulations and well done to  

 Melissa Hunt who received a distinction in her violin exam  

 Ellie Beckinsale and Imogen Ashton who performed in West Side Story  

 Charlie Pike who performed in a dance show 

 

Thank you to the students who helped out with Year 6 transition. 

 

7N  Mr Lockett 
 

All tutor groups are made up of individuals and each rightly should be proud of their own achievements 

which we have celebrated during the year. However, I wanted my final tutor comment to reflect my 

pride in the group as a whole and celebrate how they have come together during this school year to 

form a strong identity as 7N. We are not always top 

of Mr Harris’ charts but we are a friendly bunch who 

have learned to listen to each other and contribute. I 

am VERY PROUD of how you have reflected on your 

Spring Academic report several times this term. I am 

also proud of how you have contributed and led tutor 

time activities. Also you did a great job getting behind 

your World Cup countries and ALL going to Watchet! 

Camp was another highlight for many of you! I will 

miss you all but know that you can go on to do great 

things if you truly believe in yourselves!  

Good luck – Mr Lockett 

 

 

7K Dr Hart 
 

It's finally time for 7K to move into year 8 and what a fantastic year we have had.  

 

Max, Frazer and Dax have made excellent progress in rugby in and out of school, telling the tutor  

group about their game results every Thursday. Fred represented the tutor group in the recent school 

production, Grease. He was fantastic and became a key team player for the cast.  The majority of 7K 

attended year 7 camp at Huish Woods and had a brilliant time. Many really enjoyed the zip wire activity 

through the woods! It was great to see so many smiling faces. Frazer recently jumped 4m 20 in long 

jump and is representing the tutor group in sports day. 

 

7K have had a great start at TKAS and are excited to move into year 8. I am sure they will all achieve 

great things over the next 4 years here. 

 

Head of Year 7—Mr Harris 

7N Girls preparing for the Geography Watchet 

trip.  The boys were too shy to appear! 
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7G Mr Clements 

 

Superb first year at TKAS - well done 7G.  What a team of supportive, polite and committed young  

people!  We have consistently done outstandingly well  with our attendance, class charts and positive 

comments from teachers and you should be very proud of yourselves. Well done again.   

7L Mrs Usher-Clark  
 

7L have made themselves proud this year by working well as a team and pulling together as a lovely 

group of individuals.  As their tutor, they have made me proud by always being on time with no late 

marks being recorded in the past few months and a big majority of the group being in the 100 Club this 

year. They regularly look smart and are well equipped for the day and I have loved getting to know this 

group and they have made me proud on a regular basis with their manners and courtesy. As a group 

they work well in lessons and we have gained a whopping 3466 Classcharts points through Learning 

Stars alone!  I hope that they continue to grow into the wonderful young adults that they are showing 

themselves to be in the next few years. I shall miss them terribly. 

7F Miss Whittle 

 

7F have had a fantastic year. A lot of class chart points, enthusiasm, determination, positive teamwork 

and excellent behaviour.  

 

As a whole they have organised their own charity event, encouraging students from all year groups to 

participate in a cross-year football match. They have contacted various local charities, organised  

promotional content and have encouraged attendance.  

 

A real credit to The King Alfred School. 

7A Miss Wonnacott 
 

What a fantastic last term in year 7 for 7A. They have all achieved so much this year and had a brilliant 

start to their time at TKAS.  

 

One amazing achievement that involved many members of our tutor group was getting their work  

published in the Stranger Sagas book. We are very proud of all 12 members of 7A, whose work we can’t 

wait to see!  

 

Kaitlyn and Kiera have both been helping a lot in the TKAS cooking department, cooking for year 8 

graduation and the National Cream Tea afternoon as well as serving their culinary delights to parents 

and members of the public with such professionalism. 

 

Sporting achievements this term have included Oakley and 

Christian playing in Gulliver’s rugby tournament, Evie has  

joined Mendip football team and Jess has competed in several 

swimming galas.  

 

We have also had plenty of budding artists showing off their 

drawing skills, all of which have been put up on our tutor board. 

Well done to Sophie, Tyler, Sam, Locky, Kyra, Oakley and  

Kaitlyn. 

 

A huge well done to all members of 7A on such a fabulous start 

to your time at TKAS, keep working hard and sharing your 

achievements and successes! 
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7E Mrs Godwin 

 

It has been quite a year for 7E. It is hard to believe that it was less than a year ago that they arrived, 

fresh faced and ready to learn. Their achievements over the last year have been outstanding, and the 

events of this term have been no different. 

 

A special mention must be made to those students who have received no negative class charts  

points over the whole year - a fantastic achievement. Well done Samantha, Olivia R, Amy, Jacob,  

Dan, Peter, Zoe and Chloe. The Class Charts point totals as we approach the end of the year are so  

impressive - well done to Ieaun, Mackenzie, Coadey Arry-J and Troy who have all made significant  

gains this term. I'd also like to take the time to thank our transition leaders who did such a fantastic job 

welcoming the new year 6 students to the school - Dre, Ben, Chloe, Olivia J and Amy. 

 

There have been some fantastic examples of our students getting involved in the community this term. 

Poppy put in an excellent performance in Grease and Emily has been helping others in the local  

community - both amazing achievements. 

 

Once again it has been a term filled with sporting success. Charlie has had continued success with his 

football and Kian is still taking home the prizes in his gymnastics competitions.  We're now looking  

forward to putting in an excellent performance on Sports Day and hopefully taking home first prize - 

thanks to Sonny and Freyja for doing such a great job in arranging the teams. We've also got our eye 

on the end of year quiz prize too - Stevie, our resident quiz expert, has been brushing up on his general 

knowledge all year so fingers crossed! 

 

Academic success has also been a strong theme. Well done 

to all those who got a positive phone call home this term, 

including Harley. Katie has been really proud of her 

achievements in Science and has shown great progress 

over the year so well done! 

 

All in all, a fantastic term. I'm so proud of how well they 

have settled into the TKAS community, and I am excited to 

see what amazing things they will achieve next year.  

Enjoy your summer 7E, you deserve it! 

 

 

 

 

 

Well done 7-E for winning  
Sports Day! 

7R Mr Tsirimiagos 

 

As their first academic year comes to an end, there is no winding down for 7R! With many events in the 

school calendar such as the eagerly awaited Year 7 Camp and Challenge Day. Many students in 7R have 

also been working tirelessly on rehearsals for the school’s Grease production, which promises to be an 

excellent spectacle. Students in 7R continue to work hard inside and outside of school and look forward 

to a well-deserved summer break, before returning in September to build on their successes from their 

first year at The King Alfred School. 
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Year 7 Camp 
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Year 8 Gifted and Talented Art Club 
 

A group of selected year 8 pupils were invited to take part in an after school club to produce two large 

scale art works to be displayed around the school. 

 

Our inspiration was the artist Derek Gores who produces large scale collage work. From a distance the 

artwork creates one image but when viewed up close you can see it has been created from many images 

and incorporates words and messages within it.  

 

One group comprising of Amy Badland, Charlotte Richer, Shera Akma, Freja Fleuriot and Kaitlyn  

Purchase chose to produce an inspirational piece of work based on ex-student and Olympic champion 

Liam Phillips. They have produced a very successful and really sophisticated piece of work to be proud 

of. I can’t wait to get it up on display! Well done girls! 

 

The others decided on a group portrait which has been very challenging especially the faces!  

Unfortunately due to many of their groups other commitments, such as the school play Grease, the bulk 

of the work has fallen to Mabel Mills, Scarlett Puddy and Drew Seabourne and they have been unable to 

fully complete it yet. They have worked really hard though and I’m sure they will complete it for display 

in the near future. Well done everyone involved. 
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8K Miss Ganfield 
 

This term year 8 have been involved in Activ8, a year group wide competition. Every different event 

that took place, we had a contestant who had volunteered themselves to take part, so well done to  

everyone involved in that! We won the cake competition and gave a valiant effort in all the other 

events. Altogether we came third in the year so brilliant effort 8K! 

 

Regarding the class charts points we are still doing very well with our class totals. We now have two  

pupils who have earnt more than 900 this year! This is Scarlett Bailey-Hooke and Charlotte Richer so 

well done girls! 

 

Outside of school, well done to Isaac Neale who was chosen to play football in Europe this term, this is  

a great experience for him and a huge achievement. 

 

Sports day is coming up this term and each member of the group has got a part to play so fingers 

crossed for them, 8K make sure you thrash the other groups! 

8I Miss Keeble 
8I are proud of lots of things this term. As a year group we have been taking part in ACTIV8 where we 

compete with the other tutor groups on various challenges. We are proud of everyone in our tutor group 

who have competed but especially proud of Leo James for coming first in the keepy uppys competition 

and Sam Bains, Ralf Howe and Chelsea Besley who came second in the debate competition. We are also 

really proud for being top of the year group for positive class charts points most weeks since May half 

term. Our attendance has also really improved with it going up from 90%   

Head of Year 8 — Mr Penman 

8N Ms Glonekova 

 

It has been an exciting year for 8N. In the last term we welcomed a new student Ethan Wood who  

managed to settle in really well. 

The top three pupils with most positive points are Ellie Brazier, Esme Hodges and Harry Brafield. As a 

tutor group we have achieved 8421 positive points since September!!  Well done everyone! 

Some of our pupils had some amazing achievements: Jessica Charlton, Caitlin Gordon and Esme Hodges 

have beaten Haygrove in Rounders. Faith Hooper became a junior instructor of martial arts and won a 

gold medal in kick- combo mixed martial arts. Ellie Brazier finished second in the grappling competition. 

I would like to mention Sam Lodge who kindly volunteered to participate in Activ8 competitions on  

behalf of 8N. Thank you. 

 

It has been my privilege to tutor 8N and get to know 25 amazing students. It has been a great year for 

us all. For the next challenge, let’s tackle GCSE! 



16 

8G Mrs Owen 

 

Fleur is proud that our tutor group has improved attendance massively and Lucy has her name on the 

‘Year 8 wall of fame’ for 100% attendance from the 25th June to the 29th.  Ellie and Millie have both 

conquered their fears, Millie has overcome her fear of the dentist and had part of her tooth drilled out!  

Ellie is proud that she performed a dance in front of an audience, Holly has also danced in front of an 

audience recently.  Dai is proud of the work he is doing on computers at home, Jacob and Kaya are 

proud of the scratch projects they are making in computing.  Kaya is also happy she signed up to do the 

musical performance for Activ8.  Steph is taking part in the school production of ‘Grease’, performing the 

role of a Pink Lady and she also achieved a purple milestone in her latest report.  Shayla and Ellie saved 

a lost dog by finding its owner and Darragh has won the Junior Masters in Archery.  Last but not least, 

John has wins on Fornite Battle Royale, even though it’s not important to others, at least he is proud! 

8A Mrs Dunn 

 

As we approach the end of the school year, and with year 7 going to camp, it means that another year 

has passed at TKAS and we have already made the important  choice of options for next year. However, 

it is now time for our thespians to take centre stage. We have four members of the group taking part in 

the school production of Grease, with Connor Blain taking a lead role as Vince Fontaine, and Emily, Luke 

and Will as supporting cast members. Everyone is looking forward to opening night and we wish them 

luck. 

 

Luke continues to be an active member of his martial arts group, even doing several sponsored runs and 

junior sparring. On the day of the motorway closure, 8A joined 8L period one and won the rounders 

match laid on by the covering staff! 

 

Saturday 30th June, William Gardner took part in the Armed Forces day parade. They marched from 

Princess Theatre to the other end of the High Street celebrating the continued commitment of the Armed 

Forces in this country. 

 

Kru and Emma are awaiting news on whether they have achieved a placement for North Somerset and 

Yeovil Ladies Football Teams respectively. 

 

Finally, although we may not be leading the scoreboard in the Activ8 challenges, we continue to have 

excellent attendance, which means we are always here for the important things. 

8L Mrs O’Brien 
 

Scarlett Puddy and Mabel Mills competed in a dance competition this month for their dance group Lisa 

Jane School of Dance. Scarlett received two golds and one Silver medal. Mabel received two golds.  

 

During May half term Katie Bartlett was selected out of 100 girl guides down to 1/15 and chosen to be 

part of the Bath and West Royal Messenger service.  

8F Mr McPake 

 
Sam Marsh and Josh  Kirk have both started boxing this month. Sam with Hardknox boxing club and 

Josh with King Alfreds ABC boxing.  Sam will have his first boxing fight in October but before that has an 

MMA fight next week. As part of Activ8 Jess and Sophie entered the musical performance and sang to 

represent the tutor group.  Kayleigh Lee has successfully competed in a number of swimming galas for 

Burnham Academy Swim Team.  

 

Sam has a 10k run for cancer research coming up and has been preparing for that. David Hook-Hole is 

going on a mini tour of Wales representing his Tennis club.  Dione is representing Somerset County at 

tennis in the summer. Josh has signed to Burnham FC for the 8th year running. This year the team won 

the cup and the league.  
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8E Miss Wood 
 

Winners of our inter tutor Class Charts points competition so far this term are: Kizzie Barnshaw,  

Harrison Garland, Charmaine Baker, Natasha Hendy 

 

Congratulations to you all for the continued effort you put into your school life each and every day. 

· Congratulations to India Porter for winning 3rd place and Mia Noad for winning 5th place in the - 

800 metres in the Area Athletics races. 

· Congratulations to Niamh Criddle for being part of the BEEs production: Joseph and the Amazing 

Technicolour Dreamcoat.  

· Congratulations to pupils involved in the magnificent Grease performance: Michael, Kizzie,      

Natasha and Poppy. 

· Well done to Michael Gibbons for his performance in JH Variety Kids, playing the role of Bert. 

· Congratulations to 8E for their impressive 3 tier cake. Celebrating the skills and talents of: Elise 

McNally, Charmaine Baker, Chloe McAllister and Niamh Criddle. They also sold the cake at break 

time to raise money for charity. 

· Congratulations to Kamil who claimed victory with the splendid winning cartoon sketch of a     

dinosaur.  10 points to 8E!!!! 

We also competed in: 

· Keepy Up Challenge: well done Tom for your energetic performance! 

· The Fortnite dancers: Kitty, Kizzie and Zach who wowed with their transcendent dance routine. 

· Well done to Harrison, Alanna and Mia who gained third place in the Debate competition for     

Activ8.  

· Well done to India, Jamie, Poppy and Rowan for winning second place in the Relay Race. 

· Well done to Niamh, Chloe, Charmaine who were involved in the School Cream Tea event and 

made an amazing array of cakes and served parents. 

· Congratulations to Niamh Charmaine who helped bake all the food for the Year 8 Graduation  

Ceremony. 
 

8R Mr McBride 

 

ACTIV8   - The Final announcement of the ACTIV8 challenge saw 8R finish in a respectable joint 4TH 

place. This finish was ensured with the help of the keyboard maestro Tajwar and the leaping long  

jumper Josh Rickard who both came third in their recent events. 

 

Well done to Connor Coles. 

Connor has been working in support recently due to his arm being in a sling. He 

has not let this get him down and has been using the time wisely to complete some 

of his French work. The picture shows the modules and lessons he has completed - 

the gold colour represents 100%. 

 

Well done to Maksymilian Mroczkowski & Tajwar ‘The Tiger’ Tarafdar) joined other members of 

their local boxing club last weekend on Burnham seafront in a bid to attract new members. Both boys 

said that they enjoyed it so much they were going to give up more of their free time this weekend for 

the cause. 
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Year 8 Graduation was a very special evening where we  

celebrated the successes of this fantastic cohort of students. 

Students from the year group spent the afternoon cooking a 

feast and preparing the hall before students collected their 

certificates which reflected their academic success this year. 

Special mention goes to Charmaine Baker and Sam Bains 

who achieved the Award for Outstanding Attitude and 

Achievement - renamed the Joe Laoutaris Award  

after Joe, a former student of King Alfred’s who sadly 

passed away in 2015. 

Thank you to Mrs Timmins, Rosetta Luxon,  

Charmaine Baker, Niamh Criddle, Lili-Anne Salter, 

Chloe-May Greenslade, Fleur Tarran, Kaitlyn Holland, 

Kiera Holland, Scarlett Bailey-Hooke and Lauren  

Lewis who all who worked so hard cooking for the 

Year 8 Graduation. 

Year 8 Graduation  
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Head of Year 9 — Mr Tipler 

9K Mr Clapp 

 

It has been a pleasure being your tutor for the last three years. I dug out our tutor photograph from 

year 7 and was amazed by how much bigger you all are. I am also quite pleased that I am a bit smaller! 

 

There has been a huge amount to celebrate 

and be proud of in your time at The King  

Alfred School. It was a real pleasure to see all 

of your work that you were particularly proud 

of at the start of year 9. The artwork and  

English presentations in particular were  

amazing. 

 

I wish there was a way to share and celebrate 

the things you do outside of school more  

often. You all have some fantastic interests, 

hobbies and activities that you participate in 

that we rarely hear about; guides, triathlon, 

swimming, football, exotic pets and  

Harry Potter to just mention a few. 

 

Good luck in the future. 

9I Mr Ellis 
 

9I have had another term of being very proud of their achievements. We are very 

proud of the poster we produced for the 70th anniversary of the NHS. This was put 

together by Jess Howe from ideas given to her by the whole class. We were very  

impressed by Mr Tipler’s generosity with the reward we received in the form of two 

boxes of chocolates. We will all miss Mr Tipler! 

 

Caitlin and others are very proud of their attendance. Hannah knows that she is do-

ing well in all subjects and has enjoyed the first year of her GCSEs. Jordan is always 

100% prepared with his equipment and is very happy to have moved up in English. 

Tyler has attended the Royal British Legion’s new standard celebration. Cohen and 

Kyra have been pleased with their involvement in the dance production, and outside 

of school, Rio is happy to have a new puppy! Katie is proud of her involvement in a 

dance competition, as are Poppy and Molly. Caitlin and Charlie have been ball girls 

for Yeovil and Arsenal Ladies – well done!  

 

Dylan, Isaac, Teo and Oliver are proud of their 

attendance. Also, Dylan has made a new game, 

Isaac has written a song and Oliver is proud of 

his artwork. 

 

Thank you to 9I for their brilliant achieve-

ments this year and all their hard work. 

What a wonderful tutor group and I think 

we should have won the quiz too! 

 

A special thank you to the leadership of Mr 

Tipler who we will very much miss as our 

Head of Year. Good luck to him in his new 

school. We are proud of him. 
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9N Miss Martin 

 

The summer term has been another fantastic term at King Alfs, and finishes off a great year 9. Over the 

course of the year we have gained over 6600 class charts positive points. In particular Harry Hussey has 

contributed 472 points to that total with an amazing achievement of no negative marks all year. Also  

a mention to Mollie Crocker, Ben Scott, Jack Taylor and Sunnie Burrow who make up the top 5  

contributors in the group. We would also like to mention Evan Lloyd-Hooper and Sophie Walker who 

have gained many more positives on class charts over the last term. 

 

During this term Sunnie Burrow and Rio Blyth have been performing in the school production of Grease, 

they have shown amazing dedication and talent over the last 7 months and have done the tutor group 

proud. Jack Taylor has been fundraising tirelessly over the last few months for the World Scout  

Jamboree that he was selected for earlier in the year, which was a massive achievement for Jack. Jack 

is not only raising money to get himself to the Jamboree in America but also to allow a child from a 

poorer country to also attend, well done Jack. Many pupils in the tutor group have received assessment 

marks that they are exceedingly proud of, a special mention to Harry Bishop who did very well in his 

English Literature assessment. 

 

We have had a wonderful year as 9N and can’t wait to continue this as 10N. 

9G Mrs McLennan 

 

9G have had continued sporting success over the last term.  

Jenny Marshall has competed in various competitions and taken  

home Gold in an international competition in Swansea. Mace has  

completed try outs for a national Basketball team and in now busy in 

training and Luka continues his success in football for Somerset. 
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9A Mrs Heap  

 
9A have had a fantastic year. Carrie has made a great start to her GCSEs across all subjects. Millie, 

Charlie, Will and Hayden are delighted with their end of term Maths assessment results. Chloe and  

Aaliyah have made a big improvement in Maths. Elise, Fred and Polly are proud of their Science  

assessment results. Vinnie is pleased with his English assessment result. Jack G has improved in  

English and gone up a set. Alliya-Mae is doing well in her Art lessons. Sophie and Chae are proud of 

their improved attendance. Henry has achieved lots of classcharts points. Liam has improved his  

behaviour. Jack F achieved a History assessment result above expectations. Ozara is proud of how well 

she has settled into the school this year. 

 

Out of school, Callum has enjoyed participating in Cricket, Patryjca overcame her nerves in her first  

Karate lesson, Amelia achieved first prize in a show jumping competition and Lucha moved up to a  

competing group in gymnastics. 

9F Mrs Mussett written by Jacob Kemp 

 

We have had another amazing term of achievements  

 

Jacob Kemp  - Giving a speech to the whole of year 9 about the Diana Anti Bullying Award. 

 

Dan Maydew - Representing Somerset as county champion against other county champions from around 

the UK in a 3000 metre race  

 

Anya Snowball - Taking part in the school performance of "Grease" 

 

Jodie Larkin - Taking part in armed forces day parades in Weston-super-Mare and in Burnham-on-Sea  

9L Miss Coulson 

 
Katie White is going to do a 30 mile walk raising money for Jackson Barstow, Weston Hospice Care who 

looked after her Mum. She also won ‘best newcomer’ in her carnival club. Tymon did really well in  

paintballing and won. Alfie C made a really good red velvet cake and Brad learnt Imagine Dragons on 

the keyboard. Katherine made a masterpiece with her chilli during tech and it was posted on twitter. 

James and Alfie M took part in D of E. Ellen, Christiana, Libby, Katie and Georgia wrote a letter with a 

plan to Mrs Hurr asking to organise a party for Year 9. They all attended a meeting with Mr Tipler to  

discuss their idea in more detail. 

Georgia Innes, Katie White, Christiana Panteli  
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9R Miss Jefferies  written by Cailin Hall 

 

On Friday 8th June a group of year 9 students attended the bronze D of E weekend.  Our weekend  

consisted of being lost, having no water and pure laughs all around. 

 

My group (Libby Ruston, Charlie Fear, Kale Longely and Owen Rowbotham) were all very organised. 

When we arrived at camp (Sparkhayes) we set to putting up our tents.  Our group were the first up and 

ready in the morning, so we got the tents down and had our food.  We got extra water and had our 

routes checked before setting off.   

 

We started off okay, but it was seriously hot, we walked half the route before finding the other group.  

We joined with them for the last stretch but ended up going in one big circle.   

We were running out of water and it was getting late so we tried ringing our assessors, but had no 

phone signal.  When we got a signal we rang our teachers who said to make our way back to 

Sparkhayes.  

 

When we got back we had a good drink.  We were all worried because the other group were out on the 

moors and we couldn’t find them. 

 

They dropped us at the checkpoint where we walked a further hour to our campsite.  As soon as we  

arrived the minibus turned up with the other group.  We were so relieved and felt extremely lucky to 

have such an amazing place to stay.  We were right next to a river, it had swings over the top of the  

water and campfires for the night.  We all had our fair share of marshmallows and swing rides before it 

was time to go to sleep. 

 

On the Sunday we all got up, ate and got ready.  We were the last group to leave but we were all  

prepared.  Half an hour in Charlie was sick so he got taken back with the assessors and we carried on.  

We made our checkpoint and asked for more water, Charlie then joined us and we completed the walk.  

It felt like a huge achievement. 

 

Well done to everyone who took part.  We did ourselves proud! 

9E Mr Watts 
 

It has continued to be a busy year for 9E. Within school all the students have been settling in to their 

Option choices and making excellent progress towards their GCSE’s. 

 

Outside of school there has also been some notable achievements with Charlie Fear 

passing his Level 3 Sailing over the course of a weekend in Weymouth.  

 

Continuing with the sporting theme, Luke Newman and Ollie Croker, were part of the 

Bridgwater Wolves Football team that secured both a League and County Cup double 

this season. The pinnacle of the cup competition was winning against an undefeated 

Nailsea side in the final. 

 

In view of my imminent departure from King Alfred School I 

would just like to say what an absolute pleasure it has been to 

be 9E’s tutor for the last 3 years. They have always remained 

cheerful and positive and I am very proud to see them growing 

into a fabulous bunch of young people. They are a credit to 

their parents and carers, I will miss them dearly and wish 

them every success in the future. 
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Year 9—Bristol 
 

Year 9 geographers took the train to Temple 

Meads to investigate if the regeneration of Temple Quarter Enterprise Zone is sustainable.  Despite the 

heat, students worked hard, carrying out environmental surveys and a land use transect and sketching 

design features.  We were also delighted to see some sculptures from the new Gromit Unleashed Trail.  

Students have since written up their findings and will answer questions in paper 3 of their GCSE exam in 

year 11. 
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10I  Mr Suchecki 
 

Tristan Reeves from 10I was the flag bearer during a special ceremony in which  

Burnham-on-sea British legion unveiled a new standard at St Andrews Church. 

Tristan represented the sea cadets at the event, that included guests such as  

Highbridge’s MP James Heappey and Mayor Bill Hancock. 

10G Miss Fisher 
 

Shannon Walter completed a 10K walk in Bristol. Shannon raised more for the Crohns and Collitus  

foundation.  

 

Tegan Greenwood & Emma Martin completed the Race for Life in Weston-super-Mare in June. They 

managed to complete the 5K in under 45 minutes and raised more than £2000 for charity. 

 

Emma Martin, Liv Horrell, Shannon Walter Niamh Burge and Tegan Greenwood have been a part of the 

schools rounders team. They’ve had a fantastic last season of rounder’s at King Alfs! 

 

Shannon Walter choreographed routines for the KS3 end of year dance production and coached the 

year 7s. Shannon also performed her own choreographed dance in the performance.  

10K Miss Connelly 
There have been a number of new challenges that this group have faced throughout this year. After 

completing work experience and a number of prefects receiving training we then all faced our PPE  

exams.  From the support of each other, our tutor and teachers we all gave them our best shot.   The 

last week of term has been full of activities such as Sports day, Middlemoor, Challenge day and the  

cinema. We also received our results which gave us a very clear focus for the year ahead.  

Bring on year 11! 

Head of Year 10 — Mr Shepherd 

10A Mr Radnidge  written by Mia Nisa  

 
As Martin Luther King once said, intelligence plus character- that is the goal of true education.  True to 

Martin Luther King's words and approximately 37 weeks into the 39 that make up an average academic 

year, life in 10A continues to be outstanding.  

 

How the students of 10A choose to embody the excellence is up to them.  Some prefer art, take Tallis, 

Umama and Lada for example. All have shown themselves to be gifted with artistic skills.  

 

Faithful to one of Warhol's many credos, art truly does emit productivity as well as creativity.  Art isn't 

the only idiosyncrasy within the alternate entrance way to B block.  B1 also houses a diverse range of 

sport lovers, whether they be members of a rugby club, horse riders or even football fanatics - they all 

contribute to the sangfroid of 10A. 

 

I personally am Belonging, Believing and Being Proud of my achievements and those of my classmates. 

But what do those words mean? 

 

Belonging entails friendship and connection.  Believing entails imagining and maintaining. To feel proud 

entertains the notion of fulfillment and something being memorable. 

10A not only makes memories as a group, but also as individuals.  Whether those memories are made 

in a classroom, or on a field, whether they are about Margaret Thatcher and nomophobia, they are all 

valuable. 

 

Mr Radnidge provides the last jigsaw piece, equanimous as well as witty, he's pretty cool. 
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10F Mr Standford 
 

10F have had another fantastic term to finish the year, with so much to be proud about. Firstly, a  

massive congratulations to Sam Ashton, Charlie Biddiscombe, Ross Collins, Archie Mills, Tilly Randall and 

Melissa Stamps for proving they have what it takes to be fantastic prefects from September. I know 

they would be superb ambassadors for the school. 

 

The group have shown a lot of maturity during the pre public exam period and have clearly put a lot of 

work in preparing themselves and revising. During the practical food exam Charlie Biddiscombe, Ellie 

Lodge, Tilly Randall, Archie Mills, Fern Feasey, Lana Riley and Rebecca Crosby organised themselves  

really well to prepare and present three dishes in three hours. 

 

Tilly Randall has done us all proud with her incredible performance in Grease this week, all the hard 

work Tilly and the rest of the cast have clearly put into the show created a brilliantly enjoyable evening 

for all who saw it. 

 

It was really enjoyable to read all of the 10F reports, but in particular it is clear from their brilliant  

reports that Charlie Biddiscombe, William Olbrechts, Lana Riley, Rebecca Crosby, Tilly Randall and Sam 

Ashton are putting a tremendous amount of effort into their learning. In particular William Olbrechts has 

been noted for doing exceptionally well to get a grade 7 in his recent French assessment. 

 

From Mr Standford: As we move into your final year of school, with GCSEs around the corner, I find  

myself looking back at what seems like such a short time ago when we all started TKAS 4 years ago. In 

that time everyone in the tutor group has made me proud in so many ways. The commitment and  

attitude towards school, community and each other has been fantastic. With countless glowing reports 

from class teachers, amazing stories of how members of the group have supported people in the  

community, commitment to projects and performances in school and mostly the way I have seen you 

support each other as friends. 7F have grown into mature, positive and supportive young people with so 

much potential. Well done 10F! 

10L Mrs Robertson 

 
10L have had a great summer term with lots to be proud of.  Holly Sanders and Caitlin Kelly both have 
lead roles in the school production Grease. This is a fantastic achievement and has required serious  
dedication to the production, committing to many hours of rehearsals at the same time as completing 
their PPE examinations.  
 
Another two members of the tutor group, Elliot Chapman and Carys Hodge, were fortunate enough to be 
selected to meet with Tom Leimdorfer this term, who is a child survivor of the Holocaust. The students 
felt incredibly privileged and are using the information gathered to complete an independent study of 
the Holocaust. 
 
On the 26th August 2018 Carys Hodge from 10L is doing a 160ft bungee  
jump in aid of the Giraffe Conservation Foundation. The giraffe population has 
decreased by 40% since the 1980s and they have been placed on ‘the red list’ 
and threatened with extinction. Any donations will go towards rebuilding their 
habitats, stop poachers and educate people on the charity. To donate go to:  
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/carys-hodge   Good Luck Carys! 

10R Ms Harvey 
 

10-R have had a wonderfully successful year from our Christmas 

Foodbank to the Grease production, where 4 members of our group 

were leads - I'm predicting good things for Sports Day too!  

 

The group have developed into wonderful members of their school 

community who support and cherish each other; this was particularly 

prevalent during their recent PPEs where they all looked out for one 

another. Bravo 10-R here's to  

Year 11! 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/carys-hodge
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10D Mrs Bonnett written by Jackson Wood 

 

As the Legendary Bob Marley once said “Don’t worry *doo doo doo* about a thing” which is just how  

10-D have dealt with things over the past year. 

 

It’s been one of hard-work, effort and plenty of change for all no matter what’s been thrown at us, we’ve 

all been able to stick through it together and stay as a team. 

 

One massive change that definitely affected all of us was the change of Tutors and how much we have 

missed the wonderful Miss Wray and her cheery attitude every morning. It’s been much more quiet 

without her great conversations and happy manor and we have all felt her no longer being our Tutor  

as quite a sad thing. However, I think we can all agree that Miss Bonnett has definitely stepped in and 

really kept the team morale we have going high and the joy we have as a Tutor group even higher. So 

from that, we all thank Mrs Bonnett for sticking with us and really pulling through when we needed that 

new Tutor. 
 

Quite another large event we’ve had going on (as you can imagine from me typing this on the Friday 

afterwards) would be the large scale performance of ‘Grease’ which Miss Keeble so amazingly pulled  

together within her first year of joining the school. I must say, while 7 months of hard-work has been so 

tiring and a lot of blood, sweat and and quite a few tears went into the entire performance (even after 

we’d finished!) I’ve never been so happy working on a Production in my whole life and could have not 

asked for a better cast in my entire life. So to every person 

that performed in the play, helped us out or even just 

came and watched, I thank you personally for supporting 

us so much! 

 

To finish off this small extract from me (because I wanna 

at least have a conclusion), being the the only ‘D’ Tutor 

group in the whole school can seem a bit strange to realise 

sometimes and can almost feel a bit scary, but from how 

much we’ve stuck together and looked out for each other 

like family, I can quite glady say that being the only  

‘D’ Tutor group really makes us that extra bit special and 

really brings us all together. 

 

So, from the very bottom of my heart, thank you so much 

for reading this and all of D for sticking together and let’s 

all move on into Year 11 and kick GCSE’s Butt! 

10E Mr Gill 
 

It has been an eventful year for our tutor group. Most importantly we had to say goodbye to Mrs Philp 

who retired at Easter. Mr Gill stepped into the role but only for 

one term, we eagerly wait to see who will be our new tutor 

from September. 

 

As for individual achievements Kwarla Pittaway and Amy  

Seabourne have both been involved in the School production 

of Grease and sticking to the musical theme Katie Brown is 

preparing to sit her grade 4 violin exam, good luck. Faye Dyer 

has been very busy as she is involved in a dance show called 

‘Pure Imagination’ at the McMillan Theatre and has  been part 

of the History Enrichment Programme. On a sporting theme 

Fin is very proud as this year as he went to Portugal with the 

‘Bristol Bear’ and Callum took part in a tournament in Devon 

just after Easter with the ‘Winscombe Rugby Club’. 

 

I have been really impressed with this group, they have made 

me feel really welcome and I wish them all the best for year 

11. 
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Year 10—Lyme Regis 
 

The efficient and effective work of geographers in surveying Monmouth Beach in Lyme Regis meant that 

they had a chance to relax at the seaside over lunch.  The students worked hard to collect data about 

beach profiles and pebble size and shape, which they have since analysed to see if there is evidence of 

longshore drift moving material along this coastline.  The students were a pleasure to work with and are 

now well prepared for the fieldwork element of their GCSE exam.  
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Year 11 Prom 2018 
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Junior Maths Challenge 2018 
 

 

In April, approximately 140 students in Year 7 and 8 were entered into the Junior Maths Challenge. 

Over 260,000 pupils from across the UK sat the Maths Challenge, with roughly 6% receiving a  

gold certificate, the next 13% silver and the next 21% bronze. 

 

Approximately 8200 of the top students are invited to sit a follow-on competition, the Junior Kangaroo. 

 

Well done to the following students that performed well and received a certificate. 

A sample question from this year’s Junior Maths Challenge: 

 

Gill scored a goal half way through the second quarter of the teachers versus pupils netball match. 

At that point, what fraction of the whole match remained to be played? 

 

A 1/4 B 3/8 C 1/2  D 5/8 E 3/4 

Answer D 

Thomas Hicks 

Darragh Joyce 

Max Adams 

Luke Baker 

Sam Grant 

Scarlett Puddy 

Timothy Xu-Britton 

Harry Brafield 

Malachi Crozier 

Erin Dawson 

Kaitlin Purchase 

Grace Simmonds 

William Dyer 

Adam Webb 

Rhys Anderson 

Emily Prout 

John Summerhayes 

Shannon Bowcott 

Frazer Broadway 

Melissa Hunt 

Charlie Benton 

Frederick Hewlitt 

Poppy Kilduff 

Toby Hooper 

Isabella Thomas 

Herbie Burrow 

Lili-Anne Salter 

Kian Hawkes 

Daniel Murley 

Catherine Talyor 

Jonathan Boundy 

Halle Gordon-Smith 
Congratulations to Thomas Hicks and Darragh Joyce 

who successfully qualified for the Junior Kangaroo 

stage. Thomas achieved a merit, which is awarded to 

the top 25% and Darragh was awarded a qualification.  

Well done to both for taking part! 
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We finish the year with our usual flourish. The Bronze Award expeditions were held in June on Exmoor 

with the majority successfully completing their routes.  Once they have completed their Skills, Physical 

and Volunteering sections we can look forward to a nice collection of Bronze D of E Awards.  

 

July has seen a team of Silver and Gold Award students visiting the Brecon Beacons to carry out their 

expeditions and although the weather did its best to dampen their spirits, most managed to complete 

their routes and have a good time doing it. Well done! 

 

In September we will be promoting and recruiting amongst our Year 9 students and we look forward 

to taking them through their Duke of Edinburgh Award journey. 

 

Mr Aldred 

D of E Co-ordinator 

Bronze Award—Year 9      Silver Award—Year 10     Gold Award—Age 16+ 

D of E Co-ordinator—Mr Aldred  
Email: paldred@kingalfred.somerset.sch.uk 

Problem with your D of E Award? 
 

If you have any problems doing your Duke of Edinburgh Award please ask any of the following staff: 
Mr Aldred, D of E Co-ordinator (Usually in the Library during break)     

Mr King          Miss Harvey          Mrs Williams          
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Sixth Form Prom 2018 
Sixth Form students let off post-exam steam at their leavers' prom at Weston Pier on Friday 29 June. 

Arriving in chauffeur driven cars, the students' chosen theme for the night was the Oscars with each  

table celebrating a famous film actor and a glamorous awards ceremony matched Hollywood's  

finest.  Well done to the Sixth Form Committee and Jane Watkins for organising such an enjoyable  

evening. The Year 13 students are now officially out for summer and we are all hoping for some  

excellent A level results on 16 August that should see them off to leading UK universities in September: 

a great group of young people, we wish them all the very best . 
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On Wednesday 10th July the Year 12 

Business Studies students visited  

Bakkavor in Highbridge.  

 

Bakkavor is a leading provider of fresh 

foods and visiting this site showed the 

students much of the theory involved in 

Business A level happening in real life. 

Students got the chance to tour around 

the factory, see how the business  

operates and ask questions. They also  

got the chance to taste some of the  

cheesecakes made in the factory which all 

of the students enjoyed! 

University of Cambridge  
 

Year 12 students enjoyed a two 

day residential at the University 

of Cambridge (12-13 July).  

In preparation for making  

competitive applications to the 

UK's leading universities the 

students enjoyed masterclasses 

in their chosen subjects before 

receiving top tips from  

admissions staff. Dining with university students at Trinity 

Hall College, our students soaked up the atmosphere  

before overnighting in very smart ensuite college  

accommodation. On the final morning students enjoyed a 

tour of Cambridge including a visit to the world famous 

King's College Chapel before taking their pick of colleges to 

explore: while many loved the Darwin Gardens at Christ's 

College a lucky few were moved almost to tears during an 

impromptu visit to the chapel at Corpus Christi College 

where an opera singer was rehearsing. With horizons 

broadened, the students are now buzzing with thoughts of 

pastures new and the many opportunities that a first-class 

university education brings.  
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L2R: Victoria Ahonsi (Ernst and Young), Phil Smith, Tom Sala-Rich, Jack Richards, Bryan Saddler, Leanne Thomas,  
Megan Richards, Keziah Johnson, Holly Richards, Ishrat Syeda, Chantelle Laycock and Courtney Knight 

Smart Futures 
Sixth Form students are working with Ernst and Young, one of the largest professional services firms in the world. The 

Year 12 students are embarking on Smart Futures, a ten month programme which starts with paid work placements in 

Bristol which will help develop significant transferable skills that will set the students apart when they enter the work 

place. Students will also receive a mentor who will help them on their chosen career path.  

A View from the Bridge Theatre Trip  

On Thursday 26th April Year 12 and 13 English Literature students enjoyed a fantastic performance of A 

View from the Bridge, Arthur Miller's classic tale of Eddie Carbone, 1950s New York Longshoreman, who 

loses everything he values. 

 

An entire exam paper of the English Literature A Level course is based on various types of tragic text so 

the opportunity to watch one live in the intimate setting of the Tobacco Factory Theatre, Bristol was too 

good to miss. 

 

Simon Armstrong  as Alfieri was  

excellent as the 'civilised' Italian  

American lawyer who is powerless to 

save Eddie while  Laura Waldren who 

played Catherine was perfectly cast 

showing the necessary balance of  

childhood innocence and adult  

awakening. Dominating the play and 

the action though was  Mark Letheren  

as Eddie showing the tragic downfall of 

a 'good man'. 

 

All of the students thoroughly enjoyed 

the play as did Mrs Kirby and myself. A 

lovely afternoon at the theatre. 

 

 

Mr Lockett 
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The King Alfred School Sixth Form enjoyed great success in the Somerset County Finals of the Young 

Enterprise Company Programme.  Held at the Food Festival in Taunton on Saturday, 12 May, Calore  

won the top prize for Best Product.  Setting up their business back in September 2017, Calore produced  

eco-friendly scented candles made from vegan ingredients and recycled jam jars: by Saturday lunchtime 

they had sold out their stock! Members of the public were particularly taken by the fact that the  

students had made the candles in the science labs in school.  

 

Well done to Mr King who has coordinated the programme and supported the students during the  

development of their business.  

L2R: Alex Vowles, Sasha Moores and Tom Sala-Rich 

Calore Team  
 

Managing Director:  Sasha Moores 

Sales Manager: Tom Sala-Rich 

Marketing Director: Alex Vowles 

Finance Directors: Finley McDiarmid, Hannah Puddy & Michael 

Hainsby 

Human Resources Manager: Harvey Chandler 

Human Resources Assistant: Adam Parsons 

Operations Director: Ewan Murdoch  

IT Manager: Thomas Nullmeyers 

Administration Manager: Leanne Thomas 

Success at Somerset County Finals 
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In April, The King Alfred School's Sixth Form Law Society  

welcomed special guests to their recent meeting.  Solicitor Martin 

Winter and PC Adrian Jones were on hand to assist Law  

Society members who are analysing witness statements and 

busily putting together both defence and prosecution cases. The 

students valued the contributions and insight from Mr Winter and 

PC Jones who applied years of experience to enhance the  

arguments of the student advocates.  

 Sixth Form Law Society 

The Law Society is one of many enrichment opportunities that students in the Sixth Form enjoy.     

Visit to Bristol Crown Court 

On Tuesday, 22nd May the Sixth Form Law Society visited 

Bristol Crown Court as they continue their preparations to 

compete in the Citizenship Foundation's Bar Mock Trial 

competition in the autumn. The students were greeted by 

their mentor, HHJ Mark Horton, who led a discussion about 

the role of the jury system and the judge in English Law 

and allowed students to familiarise themselves with an 

empty court room: students were encouraged to take their 

place on the witness stand and face the imaginary jury 

before answering questions. The group then entered the 

public galleries of the courts and observed current  

trials including the harrowing case of the acid attack in 

Bristol, which was at the sentencing stage, and a homicide 

case.  

 

Well done to Suzanne Lawrence for helping organise the 

visit and to Jane Watkins for accompanying the students 

who are becoming very knowledgeable about the English 

legal system and are in a confident position as they  

prepare their university applications.  

 
 

(L2R): Megan Richards, Lauren Caines, Kody Crosby, 

Alex Vowles, Millie Hale, Hollie Collins and Niall Burt 
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Revision guides are available to purchase from school.   

For further information please ask your subject teacher. 

English and Maths are available to purchase from the Library. 
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The school uniform including PE kit is available from 
 

Goldstar        

29 Eastover 
Bridgwater 
Somerset 
TA6 5AW 
 
Tel: 01278 451515 
 
Shop Opening Hours 
 
Monday—Saturday 10am—5pm 
 

 

Order Online  
 

From 
 

Goldstar or Trutex Direct 
 

Follow the School Uniform link from 
our school website. 

 All lost property is taken to Student Reception.  
 PE kits may be taken to B Block. 
 Lost property will be stored in Student Reception for 

two weeks and then taken to storage. 
 Students will be asked to come and collect named 

items. 
 Valuable items will be kept in the safe. 
 We will aim to hold a display of lost property at the 

end of each term. 
 Items not claimed will be disposed of. 

 

PLEASE CLEARLY NAME ALL ITEMS WITH  

FULL NAME AND TUTOR GROUP 

  

Follow the link on our website 
All students have been issued with a username and password 

for this site. 

 

 

 

Our Facebook page is centred around celebrating our students’ 
success and promoting events across the school community. 

 
Please use this link to access: 

bit.ly/KASFacebook 

 

 

The King Alfred School          @KINGALFS  

Sixth Form                             @KAS6thForm                       
If you or someone you know is being  

bullied online or face to face —report it. 

 

Report it on Tootoot or in person to your 

Tutor or Head of Year 

 

https://kingalfredsomerset.tootoot.co.uk/
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To report your child absent please phone the attendance 

line on  

01278 764088  

alternatively you can email 

nbergin@kingalfred.somerset.sch.uk 

 

 

For ALL queries relating to school transport 
please contact: 

Transporting Somerset 
PPC302 

Somerset County Council  
County Hall  

Taunton  
TA1 4DY 

 
Email: transport@somerset.gov.uk 

Telephone: 0300 123 2224  
Website: www.somerset.gov.uk  

 
Opening Hours:  

Monday—Friday 8am—6pm 
Saturday 9am —4pm 

Contact the  

Finance Office 

www.easyfundraising.org.uk/

causes/kingalfredhighbridge 

 

Please use the holidays to find 
your library books and place them 

in the returns box on your first 
day back. 

   
Students are waiting to read the 

books! 

Extra– Curricular Clubs  

A list of ALL extra-curricular clubs are 

published on the website during the first 

week of each term. 

Look under the Year information. 

 

HOMEWORK CLUB 
Every week Monday to Thursday  

in the Library 3.10pm—4.10pm 

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/kingalfredhighbridge/?t=Easyfundraising-lo
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/kingalfredhighbridge/?t=Easyfundraising-lo
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Fortnite is an online video game where players compete to be the last person standing in a post-

apocalyptic world. The most popular version is Fortnite: Battle Royale, which sees up to 100 players pit-

ted against each other to stay alive on an island. Players can build and demolish structures, and collect 

weapons, supplies and armour to help them along the way.  

 

Players shoot each other using a range of lethal weapons, but the brightly-coloured, cartoon-style 

graphics and lack of bloodshed mean it doesn’t feel too gory or graphic.  

 

To play, the age recommendation is 12 and above due to ‘mild violence’, although you don’t have to 

provide your age when creating an account, so younger children can still log on easily.  

 

Fortnite: Battle Royale is free to download on PC/Mac, Xbox, Playstation, Nintendo Switch and iOS de-

vices (Apple phones and tablets). It’s coming to Android soon.  It has about 45 million monthly users 

worldwide including the England football team, who reportedly played it in their World Cup downtime.  

 

What are the concerns? 
You may have seen news reports or heard concerns raised about the: 

Communication between players: a chat function allows players to talk to each other either over 

a headset and microphone, or using messaging. Children could use it to speak to strangers, or it 

could put them at risk of cyberbullying 

In-app purchases: players can build up large bills on their parents’ accounts by buying cosmetic 

items like outfits for your character and better-looking weapons (otherwise known as ‘skins’) 

Addictive nature of the game: anecdotal stories tell of children staying up all night to play, or fall-

ing asleep in lessons after playing for too long. Some commentators attribute this to the commu-

nal feel of the game – you can play with your friends – and the game is different every time you 

play, keeping it fresh 

 

What safety options are available to parents? 
Use the parental controls on the gaming device 
Most devices allow you to set time limits on game play, set age limits for content, and restrict in-

app purchases.  

Visit the website ‘ask about games’ for links to detailed instructions on the device your child uses – the 

site covers Playstation 3, Playstation 4, Xbox 360, Xbox One, Apple and Android phones, and Nintendo 

Switch.  

 

Ask About Games    www.askaboutgames.com/advice/parental-controls 

The battles in Fortnite last around 20 minutes. When trying to limit your child’s screen time, make the 

most of this natural stopping point. Set a limit in terms of matches rather than hours and minutes, or set 

time limits in 20 minute increments. 

 

Turn off the voice chat feature 

Speak to your child to make sure they know this feature exists, and encourage them to use the options 

below if they encounter someone who is offensive or inappropriate.  

You can disable the voice chat function in the game if you:  

Open the settings menu (the 3 lines on the right-hand-side of the screen), then choose the ‘cog’ icon 

Select the ‘audio’ tab. You should be able to turn off ‘voice chat’ by tapping the arrows next to it  

 

You can also ‘mute’ individual players in the game by: Pausing the game. Hovering over the player you 

wish to mute.  Selecting the mute button (a loudspeaker icon) 

 

Make sure your child knows how to report inappropriate behaviour 

You or your child can report players who make them uncomfortable using the in-game feedback tool 

(located in the main menu). 

 

You can also use the ‘support’ section of the Epic Games site (the makers of Fortnite). You’re asked to 

select the platform you play the game on, the game mode you’re playing, and then you can select 

‘report player’. You can provide more detail such as the player’s name, and attach a screenshot.  

 

Support, Epic Games  

https://fortnitehelp.epicgames.com/customer/portal/emails/new?b_id=9729&q=email+us  

 
Child safety on Fortnite: parent factsheet 

http://www.askaboutgames.com/advice/parental-controls
https://fortnitehelp.epicgames.com/customer/portal/emails/new?b_id=9729&q=email+us
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What else can I do? 
Further tips 

Download and play the game to help you understand it 
Talk to your child about what they’re doing online, and make sure they know they can talk to you about anything that 

has upset them 
Check your bank statements and gaming system account balance regularly to look for in-app purchases you’re not 

happy with, and to make sure your child isn’t getting around any passwords you’ve set up 
More sources of support 

Non-profit organisation Internet Matters has put together 5 top tips to manage children’s screen time. 
https://www.internetmatters.org/hub/guidance/5-top-tips-to-manage-childrens-screentime/ 
The National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (NSPCC) has a range of resources for parents on 

internet safety. 
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/ 

The NSPCC has also teamed up with O2 to offer advice to parents. You can call their free helpline on 0808 800 
5002, or make an appointment with an O2 Guru in an O2 store. 
https://guru.secure.force.com/O2DeskStoreLocator 

Sources for this factsheet 
This factsheet was produced by Safeguarding Training Centre from The Key. 
Fortnite, Epic Games  
https://www.epicgames.com/fortnite/en-US/home  
‘Fortnite chat raises stranger danger fears from NSPCC’, BBC News, 3 May 2018 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-43988210 
Fortnite: all you need to know, Net aware, from the NSPCC and O2 
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/news/fortnite-all-you-need-k  

 
Child safety on Fortnite: parent factsheet 

Parent Family Support Advisors 
 

Your PFSAs (Parent Family Support Advisors) are Becci and Beks. We are based at King Alfred’s school 

but work for all of the schools in the Burnham and Highbridge area, visiting them regularly to see  

students and attend meetings.  

 

As PFSAs, we offer free and impartial support, advice and guidance to parents and carers of children 

aged 4-19 years as well as school staff. We offer parenting courses, 1:1 work and group work with  

children within the school setting and family work within the home. We support students who feel they 

face barriers to their learning and attendance and during the summer term, we assist the KAS staff with 

the transitions events for the year 6 students.  

 

From September 2018, we will be holding regular monthly workshops which are open to all families to 

attend. These will be focused sessions, giving parents and carers the opportunity to meet us, ask  

questions and discuss any support needs that you may have. It is also a good opportunity to strengthen 

your social networks and share support between parents. We encourage parents to come along to these 

sessions as we often find that issues can be resolved very quickly when people talk with us; this reduces 

the need for formal PFSA involvement and can mean that situations can improve sooner, rather than 

waiting to see us. 

 

If you feel that you need support in any area, you can speak to us or speak to your school who will be 

able to get in touch with us and if necessary, make a referral for PFSA support. If you need help with 

something that we do not cover, we are happy to signpost you to the relevant agencies so that you  

receive the support you need. 

 

If you have any questions for us or our manager, Suzanne Lawrence, please contact us on the following 

number or you can email us: 

 

Telephone:   01278 784 881 

 

bsutherland@kingalfred.somerset.sch.uk    bsaunders@kingalfred.somerset.sch.uk  

 

slawrence@kingalfred.somerset.sch.uk  

 

We look forward to seeing you around the schools and at the monthly workshops and will be happy to 

answer any questions you may have about our role. 

mailto:bsutherland@kingalfred.somerset.sch.uk
mailto:bsaunders@kingalfred.somerset.sch.uk
mailto:slawrence@kingalfred.somerset.sch.uk
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Year 7 Winners 

7-E 

Year 9 Winners 

9-F Year 8 Winners 

8-L 

Year 10 Winners 

10-R 


