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Dear Year 8 Student 

You are now at the stage for you to make some very important choices about the      
subjects that you will study over the next three years. 

It is essential that the subjects you choose provide continuity with your current areas 
of study.  In addition to the courses that you choose there are a number of subjects 
that you must follow by law.  However, you will be given the opportunity to develop 
your own individual strengths and interests. 

You should consider at this stage how your choices and decisions may affect your    
opportunities after Year 11, in terms of further education and your career pathway. 

The curriculum offered here at KAS, is designed to be broad, balanced and flexible.  It 
allows you to achieve the highest levels possible and also to develop your individual 
talents.  At the same time, it will prepare you for your role in society, both now and in 
the future. 

In addition to the formal timetabled curriculum, there will be opportunities for you to 
continue personal development outside of the classroom.  These will include local     
visits; foreign exchanges; subject related activities; work experience; sporting and 
performance opportunities; Duke of Edinburgh Award scheme; careers interviews and 
further education information and opportunities. 

You will all follow the core curriculum, this is compulsory, i.e. you have to do the         
following subjects: 

   English   2 GCSEs 

   Mathematics  1 GCSE 

   Science                         2 GCSEs 

   Physical Education    Non-examinable 

   PSD    Non-examinable 

  

How will I decide?  

This booklet is intended to play an important part in explaining the curriculum and the 
choices available.  It should help you in making the most appropriate decisions. 

In addition to this booklet, there will be other support, help, information and advice 
available to you including: 

 Year 8 reports which will highlight your strengths and areas for development;  

 The Course Choices Evening (23 February) provides a hugely important  oppor-
tunity for parents/carers and students to discuss with staff the subjects studied 
next year and to obtain additional information.  All departments in the school will 
be represented and your tutor and Mr Tipler (Head of Year) are available to offer 
advice throughout this time. 

- 

GENERAL CURRICULUM INFORMATION 
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Dos and Don’ts 
  

 Don’t choose a subject just because your friends do.  

 Don’t choose a subject because you dislike your current teacher or choose a  
subject because you do like him or her.  

 Before choosing a subject that you’ve never done before, do research it          
thoroughly and find out all about it.  

 Do seek independent advice when you are unsure.  

 Do consider what you want to do after Year 11 and consider the implications of 
the decisions that you make at this stage. 

 Do choose the subjects you like the best as you are more likely to be successful 
at these and 3 years is a long time! 

 Do be aware of the amount of coursework (you will have to provide along the way) 
and the proportion that the exam will count towards your final grade. 

 

We wish you well in your thoughts and decision making.  Please do not hesitate to talk 
to us at school and ask for advice. 

  

The Schedule 

 

 9 February 2016 Course Choices Prospectus issued to students via tutors  
  

 23 February 2016 Course Choices Evening 
      Tutor Groups K, I, N, G and A—6.30pm 
      Tutor Groups L, F, R, and E—7.15pm 
 
 3 March 2016  Deadline for return of Course Choices reply slips 

 

  

Guidelines for Students and Parents/Carers 
 
 

Basically, you and your parents/carers choose the courses for Years 9 to 11, guided 
and advised by the staff.  You will be given much of the basic information contained in 
this booklet in an assembly with Mr Herbert .  You and your parents/carers will be able 
to learn more about exactly what is involved in each subject and discuss matters with 
staff at the Key Stage 4 Course Choices Evening on Thursday 23 February at 6.30pm 
and 7.15pm. 

- 
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 The English Baccalaureate 

 

In November 2010 the Government announced the launch of the English                      
Baccalaureate. The Baccalaureate is not a qualification in itself, but rather a collection 
of good GCSE passes in key subjects.  It seems likely that this will come to be regarded 
as a key  indicator of academic success at Key Stage 4, and that it may be one of the                 
requirements for entry to some post-16 courses, training and employment, and for 
some university admissions in the future.   
 
To be awarded the English Baccalaureate a student at King Alfred will need to achieve 
at least a good pass at GCSE in each of the following:  
English, Mathematics, two grades in Science, History or Geography and French. 
 

The new specification GCSEs 
 
Instead of A* -  G these will be graded 1 to 9, with 9 being the top grade. 

 Broadly the same proportion of students will achieve a grade 4 and above as  

 currently achieve a grade C and above 

 Broadly the same proportion of students will achieve a grade 7 and above as  

 currently achieve an A and above 

 For each examination, the top 20 per cent of those who get grade 7 or above will 

get a grade 9— the very highest performers 

 The bottom of grade 1 will be aligned with the bottom of grade G 

 The new Maths GCSE will be tiered, with grades 4 and 5 available through both 

tiers 
 

  

- 
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Do I have a completely free choice?  

The short answer is NO!  You will find that certain subjects are compulsory, the Core 
Curriculum, because they are considered to be vital to everyone and form part of the 
National Curriculum which every student in the country has to follow. 

We also believe that it is important that you select courses that match your needs,    
aspirations and ability and as such your course choices will be reviewed by your tutor 
 
Within these limits will I be able to do all of the subjects that I have chosen? 

 

We sincerely hope so - every effort will be made in trying to give you all of your ‘first 
choices’.  However, if you make a choice for which the number in the course has to be 
limited, then we may have to ask you to accept a reserve choice.  Occasionally, not 
enough students may choose a subject which may make it uneconomical to run. 

 
What sort of  work does each course involve? 

 

Some of the subjects offered are new to you; others will be different from your           
previous experiences of them.  In this booklet is a ‘Guide to Courses’ to give you some 
idea of the work involved in each course.  You can find out more by talking to the staff 
who teach you or by consulting the members of staff responsible for a subject.  You 
should contact the staff responsible for a particular subject through your tutor.  Of 
course you should all come along, with your parents/carers, to the Course Choices 
Evening. 
  

Will I be able to manage the course? 

 

Usually, you can judge this for yourself but when you discuss your choices with your 
tutor you will find that he or she will be aware of which of your present subjects your 
teachers think you should or should not continue. 
  

What examinations do I take and what qualifications will they lead 
to? 
 

The courses are mainly three year courses leading to a GCSE award.  
  
However, for other students a full range of GCSE exams may not be appropriate and 
the ASDAN option may be suitable. 
  
 

- 



7 

  

Careers 
  
As you make your option choices it is helpful to consider what your eventual career   
area might be.   At this stage very few of you will be completely certain what you want 
to do when you leave school, though by now you will have some idea of your personal 
strengths.   Most career areas will still be open to you at 16 even if you change your 
mind at a later date. 
  
There is lots of help and advice available within school.  Information is available in the 
Careers Library.  Students, Parents and Carers have access to on-line resources, 
which are full of useful information. 
 
In Year 10 you will be offered a week of Work Experience which gives you the               
opportunity to try out an area of employment that interests you.   
  
In Year 11, both staff and our Independent Careers Advisor will again be available for 
consultation about your progression post 16.   All students will have the opportunity of 
an individual interview. 
  

  

The Sixth Form at King Alfred School 
  

The Sixth Form is open to all students who achieve 5 good passes including English & 
Maths who follow individually tailored courses.  The opportunities available are in-
creasing all the time and there have been great changes nationally in education for 16-
19 year olds. 
  
It is clear that students with skills and qualifications will be in demand and the wide   
variety of courses will give you the chance both to gain certificates and develop as a 
person. 
  
Students from our Sixth Form go on to a vast range of jobs and careers.  The majority 
of those who study A levels go on to University. 
  
You will be given more information in Year 11. 
  

Five Year Perspective 
  
It is important that you view your education from 13+ as a 5 year perspective with the 
opportunity to leave at 17.  The Sixth Form will cater for those who wish to remain until 
18 and there are courses that will provide appropriate levels for the majority of         
students. 
  
 

- 
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The subjects and qualifications you study over Years 9, 10 and 11 will affect how you 
spend some of your time at school.  It could also help set you up for the career or  
college course you want later on. 
 
The choices are yours, but most people look for advice on important decisions. 
There’s plenty available:-   

 Parents, carers, family and friends probably know you best, so talking to them 
can help you work out what might suit you.  

 Lots of people at school can help.  For example, subject teachers know exactly 
what studying a subject in Year 9, 10 and 11 involves, and can advise whether it’s 
right for you. 

 Mrs Beesley, our Independent Careers Advisor, will be available at Options 
Evening to answer any queries you may have and if a longer chat is needed you 
will be able to make an appointment for a follow up discussion. 

The Careers Room is in C Block, next to C7 and C8 rooms.  

- 

CAREERS INFORMATION FOR YEAR 8 

WEB SITES 

 
www.eclips-online.co.uk - Login  KING3EE offering help about lots of careers 
 
www.futuremorph.org - Interactive site giving information about stem careers 
 
www.Icould.com - Interactive resource 
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SUBJECT GUIDANCE SYMBOLS 

Individual Work 

 

Group Work 

 

Physical Activity 

 

Practical Work 

 

Substantial Computer 

Work 

 

Work-related Work 

 

Fieldwork and Visits 

 

Creative Input 

 

Written Theory 
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CORE SUBJECTS 
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GCSE English Language 
AQA Specification 8700 

The course 

Over three years you will read a range of texts from literature to non-fiction,  

spanning the 19th, 20th and 21st centuries.  You will develop your standard  

English writing skills, with an emphasis on the correct use of spelling, punctuation 
and grammar. 

 

What sort of student does well at this subject? 

You will do well if you enjoy studying a range of different texts, including fiction 
and non-fiction, as well as media.  You need to be able to write clearly and  

accurately  and explain your ideas.  You must also be prepared to discuss your 
thoughts with others.  If you are well informed about the world around you, you will 
find the course rewarding. 

 

The work you would do: 

 Speaking and Listening Assessments, which are separately endorsed. 

 A range of reading and writing activities 

 100% terminal exam at the end of the course 

Staff Contact:  Mrs V Pickford 

OUTPUT 

1 

GCSE  

LEARNING 

STYLES 

 

- 

GCSE English Literature 
AQA Specification 8702 

The course 
Over three years you will read a range of classic literature including:- 

 A 19th century novel 

 A Shakespeare play 

 A selection of poetry from 1789 onwards 

 British fiction or drama from 1914 onwards 

 
The quality of your writing will also be assessed. 
 
What sort of student does well at this subject? 
You will do well if you enjoy reading and responding to a range of different literary 
texts, including poems, plays and novels.  You need to be able to write well-
structured essays and use quotations to support your views.  You must be  
prepared to discuss your ideas in class. 
 
The work you would do: 
Preparation for 100% terminal exam at the end of the course. 

Staff Contact:  Mrs V Pickford 

OUTPUT 

1 

GCSE  

LEARNING 

STYLES 
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GCSE Maths 
EDEXCEL Mathematics A 

The course 
This course is examined at the end. 
There are three exams, the first is a non-calculator paper and in the other two you 
are allowed a calculator. 
 

What sort of student does well at this subject 

You will do well if: 

 You know your ‘everyday’ mathematics (times tables, time, lengths, 

weights, capacity, money) and are able to apply this to a variety of different           
problems. 

 You realise that you do algebra already (you use ’p’ (pence), ‘m’ (metres) 

and ‘£’ without thinking) so don’t be put off by ‘x’. 

 You are aware of the shapes all around you and their properties. 

 You know something of the world around you, as there are times when you 
are asked to explain the meaning of an aspect of mathematics in relation to 
the real world. 

 

The work you would do 

The course covers 4 areas:  

 Number 

 Algebra 

 Statistics 

 Geometry & Measures 

Staff Contact:  Mrs J Perry 

OUTPUT 

1 

GCSE  

COURSEWORK 

N/A 

LEARNING 

STYLES 

 

- 

GCSE Core Plus Science 
AQA Specification 

GCSE Trilogy Science (2 GCSEs) 
OR 

GCSE Biology/Chemistry/Physics (3 GCSEs) 

All students will follow the same route in Years 9. 
Students will then continue to follow Trilogy Science in Year 10 or follow separate 
GCSE Sciences (Biology, Chemistry, Physics). 
 
Combined Science 
This course uses different contexts to relate science concepts to their  
applications.   Focusing on scientific explanations and models, it give learners an 
insight into how scientists help develop our understanding of ourselves and the 
world we live in. 
 
GCSE Biology / GCSE Chemistry / GCSE Physics 
You will be provided with the opportunity to develop a further understanding of 
scientific explanations, how science works and aspects of Biology, Chemistry and 
Physics relevant to careers in Science. 

Staff Contact:  Dr R Butler 

OUTPUT 

2 or 3 

GCSEs  

COURSEWORK 

N/A 

LEARNING 

STYLES 
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GCSE Art & Design 
AQA Specification 8202 

The course 
This course provides students with a wide range of creative, exciting and stimulating     
opportunities to explore their interests in Art and Design in ways that are personally       
relevant and truly developmental in nature.  
Your final mark will be based on your portfolio submission (60%) which you create and pre-
sent throughout Year 9 and 10, and on the externally set exam (40%) that is set in year 11.  
You will have a minimum of 12 weeks to prepare your exam project and create a final piece 
during the 10 hour practical exam.  You can take all preparation work into the exam with 
you for reference.  
You will have the opportunity to explore traditional and new media, while being                 
encouraged to develop and refine your skills in response to the work of other  
Artists, Designers and Craftspeople.  

What sort of student does well at this subject 
Students who are: 

 Interested in Art from different times and cultures. 

 Enjoy developing own ideas from a theme or starting point. 

 Have the ability to experiment, review and refine techniques. 

 Enthusiastic, creative and enjoy practical work.  

The work you would do 
In both portfolio and exam you are required to fulfil each of the 4 assessment  
Criteria as follows.  You can achieve 0-24 marks for each of the assessment  
Objectives. 

 Develop: Ideas in response to the study of other Artwork. 

 Refine: Experiment with materials, techniques and processes.  Reviewing and       

refining your progress i.e. photography to printmaking. 

 Record: Mindmaps, interviews, observation and experimental drawings,                 

photographs etc. 

 Present: A final outcome which includes all of these elements. 

Your Teacher will direct you towards the most appropriate development for skills and you 
will have a level of freedom over how your projects develop. 

Staff Contact:  Miss L Amato 

OUTPUT 

1 

GCSE   

COURSEWORK 

60% 

LEARNING 

STYLES 

 

ASDAN 
ASDAN Specification Bronze, Silver and CoPE level 1 or 2 

The course 

The ASDAN programme contains a choice of challenges (topics or areas of 
Interest) which will encourage you to become more skilled, improve your own 
learning and performance, working with others and problem solving. 
There is no exam, but you must plan, do and review each challenge.   
The good news is you are already doing many of these challenges in school  
anyway! 
 
What sort of student does well at this subject 

You will do well if you enjoy completing practical challenges in a vari 
 
ety of  
situations - in school, in the community, and also at home.   
You do not have to do all the challenges, but you would discuss your plans and 
progress with your Teacher. 
 
The work you would do 

To achieve an award, you will have to complete the appropriate number of  
challenges by collecting evidence.  This can include; action plan/review sheets, 
written work, drawings, photographs, tapes, certificates or forms signed by  
someone who has seen your work. 

Staff Contact:  Mr D Herbert 

OUTPUT 

1 

GCSE 
(EQUIVALENT)  

COURSEWORK 

100% 
LEARNING 

STYLES 

 



15 

- 

BTEC Business 
EDEXCEL Specification ED543 

The course 
Over three years you will produce a portfolio of work from at least 4 units of the 
BTEC Specification.  The assignments are all based on practical business          
situations, both local and national.  There is one externally assessed unit which 
comprises an on-screen exam.  Grades awarded range from:  Pass (1 or 2 x GCSE 
at Grade C) to Distinction Star (1 or 2 x GCSE at Grade A*). 
What sort of student does well at this subject 
You will find Business Studies interesting if you enjoy watching programmes like 
Dragons’ Den and The Apprentice.  You will do well if you enjoy finding out  
information from a variety of sources including the internet.  Some assignments 
require you to work on your own whilst others are based on group work, so you 
will need to be a good Self Manager and Team Worker, as well as an Enquiring 
Learner.  You must be well organised to complete work within deadlines, and be 
comfortable with basic numeracy. 
The work you would make a selection from 
Your portfolio will cover the following units: 

 Enterprise in the Business World  (Mandatory unit)              

 Finance for Business  (Mandatory Exam unit) 

 Promoting a Brand 

 Principles of Customer Service 

 Sales and Personal Selling 

 Introducing Retail Business 

 Providing Business Support 

 Recruitment,  Selection and Employment 

Staff Contact:  Mr G King 

OUTPUT 
 

1 or 2 
GCSEs  

(EQUIVALENT)  

COURSEWORK 

75% 

LEARNING 

STYLES 

 

- 

GCSE Computer Science 

Edexcel 

The course 
Over three years you will study the basics of computer programming using Py-
thon. You will use your programming skills to solve problems using creative pro-
gramming solutions. You will also learn how computers work and how they com-
municate with each other across networks. You will learn how to apply mathemati-
cal skills relevant to Computer Science. 
 
What sort of student does well at this subject? 
You will do well if you enjoy using a computer, being creative, enjoy mathematics 
and want to learn how to program using a text-based programming language. 
 
The work you would do 
You will learn to 

 understand and apply the fundamental principles and concepts of Computer 
Science, including abstraction, decomposition, logic, algorithms, and data 
representation  

 analyse problems, including designing, writing and debugging programs  

 think creatively, innovatively, analytically, logically and critically  

 understand the components that make up digital systems, and how they 
communicate with one another and with other systems  

 understand the impacts of digital technology to people  

 apply mathematical skills relevant to Computer Science  

Staff Contact:  Dr S Wanstall 

OUTPUT 

1  

GCSE
(EQUIVALENT)  

COURSEWORK 

20% 

LEARNING 

STYLES 
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BTEC in Performing Arts (Dance)  

BTEC Specification 500/7143/9 

The course 
In the Dance Department we aim to prepare young people for careers in the      
Performing Arts (Dance).  Through studying BTEC in Performing Arts you will gain 
a practical and theoretical knowledge which will prepare you for future education 
and careers.   
 
What sort of student does well at this subject 
Anyone who has the commitment, dedication,  enthusiasm and determination can 
do well on the course.  You need to be able to take yourself out of your comfort 
zone and respond to advice given to you.  Submitting work on time and dedicating 
extra rehearsals will ensure that you make great progress. You must be prepared 
to perform a solo. 
 
The work you would do 
You will be responsible for your own learning in a supportive environment.  The 
Award is equivalent to 1 GCSE grade A*-C.  The course will provide key skills and 
qualifications, and highlights good progression routes into the National Diploma 
for Performing Arts (Dance) Level 3.  You will have 3 lessons a week and 2 out of 
the 3 will be practical.  Assessment is on-going throughout the course.  However, 
there is 1 externally marked unit.   
You will be studying the following: 

 Showcase 

 Production and Performance  

 Dance Skills 

Staff Contact:  Miss L Lamb 

OUTPUT 

1 

GCSE  
(EQUIVALENT)  

COURSEWORK 

100% 

LEARNING 

STYLES 

GCSE Design & Technology 

Edexcel Specification  (Provisional) 

The course 
Over three years, you will develop an understanding of all material areas of D&T 
processes while designing and making quality products.  You will learn about the 
properties of woods, plastics, textiles and metals, as well as modern and smart 
materials. While developing your products you will develop a range of technical 
processes used in industry. The GCSE is assessed through 50% controlled as-
sessment and 50% written exam at the end of year 11 
 
What sort of student does well at this subject 
You will do well if you enjoy being creative and innovative, designing and making  
products. You will also do well in this subject if you have a technical mind and  
enjoy working out how things work. 
 
The work you would do 

 Design and make quality products using a wide range of materials, tools and 

processes, including CAD/CAM. 

 Design and make a final product as your controlled assessment. 

 Present design portfolios for the products you create. 

 Working independently and in groups. 

 Develop a range of technical and practical skills. 

Staff Contact:  Mr C Standford 

OUTPUT 

1 

GCSE  

COURSEWORK 

50% 

LEARNING 

STYLES 
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GCSE Drama 
EDEXCEL Specification 2DRO1 

The course 
The course lasts 3 years and you will work hard to learn many new Drama skills.  Each year 
you will take part in two 6 week practical assessment periods where every lesson is 
examined by your teacher and complete substantial written notes based on your learn-
ing.  You will perform either a monologue or a duologue to an audience and camera, and 
will expect to rehearse out of lesson times to get to the required standard. The final exams 
take the form of a practical performance to an External Examiner at the end of Year 11 and 
a written paper. 
What sort of student does well at this subject 
You will do well if you are looking to build independence and confidence. People who enjoy 
problem solving, team work, meeting deadlines and direct communication with others are 
likely to get a lot out of the course and these are invaluable life skills for any career.  You 
need to be objective, committed, curious, and organised.  Expect to be challenged and 
tested on many levels.  Be prepared to stand up and perform in front of others including 
different year groups and members of the public. You will work closely with people you may 
not (initially) know well. You will be expected to keep a working notebook which you will 
write in at the end of each lesson. 
The work you would do 
Study different genres of theatre from the mid 20th Century to present day, and investigate 
Theatre Practitioners such as Stanislavski, Brecht, Boal and many more. Students often 
take part in whole class dramas and create rehearsed presentations to various audiences, 
including performing to members of the public at the Princess Theatre in Burnham.  Acting, 
filming, puppetry, editing, directing, choral speech and physical theatre, as well as going 
to see professional performances are just a few of the components we explore.  You will be 
required to take part in workshop sessions and keep comprehensive notes in preparation 
for a 1 hour and 30 minute written exam paper at the end of the course, including a theatre 
review question after seeing a professional performance.  The external component of the 
course is component 2 which will require you to get involved in a group practical that is 
marked by a visiting assessor from the Edexcel Exam Board.  

Staff Contact:  Miss H Harding 

OUTPUT 

1 

GCSE  

TERMINAL 
WRITTEN  

PAPER 

40% 
LEARNING 

STYLES 

 

- 

GCSE Food and Nutrition 
WJEC Specification (provisional) 

The course 
This will be a new course based on the subject content specified by the Department for 
Education.  The aim is to equip students with the knowledge, skills and understanding re-
quired to cook and apply the principles of food science, nutrition and healthy eating. At 
this point it is believed that the course will be assessed using 50% controlled assessment 
and 50% examination. 
What sort of student does well at this subject 
You will do well if you enjoy cooking and working with food. You will need to be able to 
work with others during group work but will also work independently to become a skilled 
cook. You need to have an enquiring mind to find out about nutrition and the properties of 
food  ingredients. You need to be prepared to cook a variety of dishes that reflect healthy 
eating guidelines. 
The work you would do 

 You will do a wide range of practical work in years 9 and 10 in order to learn a variety 

of  technical skills  from preparing fruit and vegetables  to working with meat, fish and 
vegetarian alternatives. You will also learn about all the main processes such as mak-
ing bread, pastry, pasta, sauces. You will also learn how to adapt recipes and make up 
new ones. 

 You will learn about traditional British cooking as well as two different international 

cuisines. 

 You will learn about where food comes from and the factors that affect our choice of 

food.  

 You will learn about nutrition, the importance of a healthy diet, meal planning and ma-

jor diet related health risks. 

Staff Contact:  Mrs Clough 

OUTPUT 

1 

GCSE  

CONTROLLED 

ASSESSMENT 

50% 
LEARNING 

STYLES 
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GCSE Geography 
 

The course 
GCSE Geographers are assessed on their knowledge and understanding of geog-
raphy topics (85%) and their fieldwork skills (15%).  All assessment is through ex-
ternally set examinations. 
Geography topics studied are: 

 The geography of the UK 

 Geomorphic processes and landscape  

 Changing weather and climate  

 Global ecosystems and biodiversity 

 Resources and their management  

 Cities and urban society  

 Global economic development issues  
What sort of student does well at this subject 
You will do well if you have an enquiring mind and are fascinated by how the world 
works.  Geographers need to be able to research current issues, analyse             
numerical data, write clearly and contribute to class discussions and               
presentations.  It is important to have an open mind and to be able to consider   
issues from different perspectives. 
The work you would do 

 Aspects such as extreme weather conditions and natural hazards will be 
explored by analysing videos of extreme events and carrying out research. 

 Discussions and role playing will be used to develop students’ understand-

ing of issues such as climate change and international aid. 

 Fieldwork skills will be developed during  the optional Year 9 residential 
weekend visit to Osmington Bay PGL Centre and two compulsory day visits. 

Staff Contact:  Mrs C Owen 

OUTPUT 

1 

GCSE  

CONTROLLED 

ASSESSMENT 

N/A 

LEARNING 

STYLES 

 

- 

GCSE History 
OCR Specification A (Explaining the Modern World) J410 

The course 
Over three years you will investigate a series of key historical enquiry questions 
much in the same way as you have in Years 7 and 8.  The course is based on     
modern world history in Britain, Europe and the USA.  There are three exam  
papers.  
 
What sort of student does well at this subject? 
You will succeed in GCSE History if you have enjoyed studying History at Key 
Stage 3.  If you enjoy the process of historical enquiry you will enhance the skills 
you have already gained:  analysing picture, film and written evidence from past 
times.  You need to be able to describe, explain and analyse causes and              
consequences of events and changes and understand why some events, people 
and places are more significant than others. 
 
The work you would do 

 Paper 1: a study of International Relations 1918—2001 with a  study of the USA 
and its people 1945—1975. 

 Paper 2 looks at  Power, Monarchy and Democracy from 1000 to 2014 and a 

British Depth Study of the English Reformation. 

 Paper 3 is the study of the historic environment through ’Castles: form and func-
tion’ c1000-1750’  

Staff Contact:  Mr M Ellis 

OUTPUT 

1 

GCSE  

CONTROLLED 

ASSESSMENT 

N/A 

LEARNING 

STYLES 
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GCSE Modern Foreign  
Languages (French and German) 

AQA Specification  

 
The course 
The AQA GCSE in French and German consists of four units based on the      fol-
lowing skills:  speaking, listening, reading and writing.  Each skill area will be 
worth 25%.  Listening, Reading and Writing will be formally assessed at the end of 
Year 11 and speaking assessments will be conducted throughout the three year 
course. 
 
What sort of student does well at this subject 
Language learning is great fun and is extremely rewarding!   
 
You will do well if you enjoy learning about other cultures and their language, if 
you are committed to regular vocabulary learning, if you are passionate about  
being able to communicate with others in their mother tongue, and if you have the 
desire to work in another country in the future. 
 
The work you would do 

 Topics studies will include:  Media & Culture, Sport & Leisure, Travel & Tour-

ism and Business, Work and Employment, Out and About, Customer Service 
and Transactions, Personal Information, Future Plans, Education and Work.  

Staff Contact:  Mr D Radnidge 

OUTPUT 

1 

GCSE  

CONTROLLED 

ASSESSMENT 

N/A 

LEARNING 

STYLES 

 

- 

GCSE Music 
OCR Specification J535 

The course 
Over three years, you will be developing your performing, composing, listening 
and appraising skills.  At times, you will be able to choose pieces in any style to 
play and perform and at other times your work will be based around musical top-
ics set by the examination board. 
 
What sort of student does well at this subject 
You will do well if you can play an instrument or sing to a reasonable standard and 
enjoy composing.  It is also essential that you are interested in studying and        
listening to a wide range of musical styles.  This course may suit you if you prefer 
to get a larger proportion of your marks from work done during the course, rather 
than in an examination.  You will need to be able to write about your plans for your 
compositions and evaluate your work. 
 
The work you would do 

 Assessed work—two performances and two compositions. One of the com-
positions will be based on a brief set by the examination board. You will also 
provide short pieces of written work supporting your compositions. 

 Listening Examination—testing your knowledge and understanding of the 

different topics covered. 

Staff Contact:  Mrs S Philp 

OUTPUT 

1 

GCSE  

CONTROLLED 

ASSESSMENT 

60% 
LEARNING 

STYLES 
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- 

Religious Studies 
OCR Religious Studies 

The course 
Our GCSE (9-1) Religious Studies specification provides you with the exciting opportunity 
to gain a deeper understanding of two religions, Christianity and Islam and explore philoso-
phy and ethical studies in the modern world. Philosophy and ethics is studied through four 
themes: • Relationships and families • The existence of God, gods and the ultimate reality • 
Religion, peace and conflict • Dialogue between religious and non-religious beliefs and atti-
tudes.  
What sort of student does well at this subject 
Students who enjoy discussing and debating topic issues will do well in this 
Subject.  You will need to be able to explain, analyse and evaluate the opinions of others, as 
well as explaining your own ideas.  You will need to have good listening skills. 
 
The work you would do 
· Your study of Christianity and Islam will give you a very good understanding of the beliefs, 
teachings and practices of the two religions. This will enable you to be able to understand, 
explain and analyse the philosophical and ethical arguments from different perspectives. 
· Philosophy and Ethics deals with issues such as Abortion, Euthanasia, IVF, the use of ani-
mals in research, homosexual marriage, divorce, capital punishment, ‘just war’ theory, 
poverty and cloning as well as big questions such as ‘Is there are God?’, ‘Why is there suf-
fering in the world?’, ‘What causes evil?’, What happens when people die?’, ‘Do miracles 
happen?’ 

Staff Contact:  Mr M Ellis 

OUTPUT 

1 

GCSE  

CONTROLLED 

ASSESSMENT 

N/A 

LEARNING 

STYLES 

 

- 

Sport Studies 
OCR Cambridge National Level 2 

The course 

The Cambridge Nationals in Sport Science offer students the opportunity to study 
key areas of sport science including anatomy and physiology linked to fitness, 
health, injury and performance; the science of training and application of training 
principles, and psychology in sport and sports performance. 
 

What sort of student does well at this subject 

You will do well in this subject if you have a good range of practical skills and     
academic ability.  There is a lot of theory work involved in this course so just being 
good practically does not mean you will automatically do well.  Successful          
students will be able to relate their theory work to their sporting activities. 
 

The work you would do 

 R041: Reducing the risk of sports injuries  -  Written paper OCR set and 
marked 1 hour  

 R042: Applying principles of training  -  Centre assessed tasks OCR           

moderated  

 R043: The body’s response to physical activity  - Centre assessed tasks 
OCR moderated  

 R045: Sports nutrition  -  Centre assessed tasks OCR moderated  

Staff Contact:  Mr C Nichols  

OUTPUT 

1 

GCSE 
(EQUIVALENT)  

COURSEWORK 

75% 
 

LEARNING 

STYLES 
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Name: ________________________Tutor Group: ________ 

The following subjects will be taken by all students:  

 English Language and Literature 

 Mathematics 

  Science  

 Physical Education (non-examination) 

 P.S.D. 

 

Option 1 – Your daughter / son will also study ONE subject from this Option Block 

Please tick ONE subject from the following list 

 
  

Other Options – Your daughter / son will also study THREE subjects from these Op-

tions 

Please tick THREE subjects from the following list:

 

 

Please note that it is not always possible to give first choices due to class size con-

straints and timetable blocking. Subjects will be allocated following discussions with the 

Head of Year and Heads of Department and looking at recent Attitude to Learning 

grades.  Please note availability of courses is subject to student numbers. 

Please therefore enter your choice of Reserve Option Subject below: 

 
I am in agreement with my daughter/son’s choices, and I am aware that, if necessary, 

reserve choices have to be taken 

 

Signed _______________________________________________ Parent/Carer   
  

Subject Tick Subject Tick Subject Tick 

French   Geography   History   

Subject Tick Subject Tick Subject Tick 

Art & Design   ASDAN   BTEC Business   

Computer Science  BTEC Dance  Design & Technology  

Drama   Food & Nutrition   French   

Geography  German   History   

Music   Religious Studies   Sport Studies   

Reserve Option Subject   

- 

COURSE CHOICES 2017 - 2020 (Year 8) 


